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| Shock Sun poll: Your verdict ] 


on Britain's biggest c s 


A tidal wave of lies 


about refugees 


THE SUN fell to new lows with 
another sickening campaign 
against refugees this week. 

Monday’s poster front page 
ranted “Halt The Asylum Tide 
Now”, labelling asylum as 
“Britain’s biggest crisis”. 

The Sun used a loaded online 
poll to claim over 80 percent of the 
population agree with its witch- 
hunt. But the poll only measured 
how well the Sun spreads its filthy 
racist message to its readers. 

In a viciously inflammatory 
editorial the Sun said, “The flood 
of shirkers, scroungers and 
criminals—with their drugs, guns 
and vice—has to be stopped.” It 
promised “hard hitting facts”. 

Its bigotry is based on lies. The 
Sun says, “Britain is the No 1 
destination for asylum seekers.” 

In fact Britain has just 2 percent 
of the world’s refugees and ranks 
ninth among 15 European 
countries in the number of asylum 
applications received. 


Distraction 

The Sun says, “One million people 
pour into Britain every five years. 
A record 110,700 claimed asylum 
in Britain last year.” 

In fact the number seeking 
asylum in Britain FELL last year. 

The Sun says, “Britain is being 
hit by a record number of new 
cases of HIV with hundreds of 
immigrants carrying the virus.” 

In fact a study of refugees in 
Dover found in its first six months 
there were “no actual serious 
illnesses detected among the 
people who claimed asylum—no 
TB, no AIDS/HIV”. 

The US has a ban on visitors 
with HIV. Its only effect has been 
to distract attention from real 
health needs, and infection rates 
are now rising. 

The Sun says, “Foreigners 
flocking to Britain are defrauding 
the NHS of £2 billion a year.” 

In fact the NHS would cease to 
function without “foreign” nurses. 
A report by the Royal College of 
Nursing in February found that a 
quarter of all nurses working in the 
NHS, 42,000, come from overseas. 

Some 2,000 qualified doctors 
are not allowed to work because 
they are refugees. 


by Matthew Cookson 


THE revelations about 
the lies and cover- 
ups over the war on 
lraq are exposing the 
rot at the heart of New 
Labour. 

Blair and his circle dis- 
torted what even his closest 
advisers were telling them 
was the truth in order to 


launch a war for oil and US 
power. 

Now it’s time to call 
Blair to account for his war 
crimes. 

Next week, on Saturday 
30 August, the Stop the 
War Coalition is holding a 
People’s Assembly to 
charge Blair. 

Andrew Murray, chair 
of the Stop the War Coali- 
tion, says, “The Hutton 


inquiry is starting to scratch 
the surface of the govern- 
ment’s lies. 


Contempt 


“But Blair needs to be 
held to account for all the 
ways he manipulated the 
public and showed con- 
tempt for democracy in the 
run-up to war. 

“The People’s Assembly 


is our chance to do that.” 
Former Labour MP 
Tony Benn will be speaking 
at the assembly. He says, 
“At this moment in history 
we need to have a serious 
discussion about where pol- 
itics in Britain is going. 
“The People’s Assembly 
provides us with such an 
opportunity.” 
@People’s Assembly 
Saturday 30 August, 


lm hisie No <aest> he mrlatsirmesslelorshaal 
Hussein was not a threat 


YOURE 
GUILTY 
DLAI! 


POWELL: ‘Saddam 
is no threat’ 


CAMPBELL: said 
‘rewrite dossier’ 


BLAIR: worried 
‘what will Kelly say’ 


10.30am to 5.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Road, London. 

@ Speakers include Hans 
von Sponeck (former UN 
humanitarian coordinator 
in Iraq), John Pilger, 
Tony Benn, Louise Chris- 
tian and Azmat Begg. 
@For details contact the 
Stop the War Coalition. 
Phone 020 7053 
2153/4/5/6 or go to 
www.stopwar.org.uk 
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Truck full of lies 


OVER 100 days since the official 
end of the war no “weapons of 
mass destruction” have been 
found in Iraq. 

But on 30 May, when US forces 
seized two trucks in Iraq, George 
Bush and Tony Blair claimed they 
had discovered mobile 
laboratories for producing 
biological weapons. 

“Those who say we haven’t 
found the banned manufacturing 
devices or banned weapons— 
they’re wrong. We found them!” 
declared a jubilant Bush. 

“We have already found two 
trailers, both of which we believe 
were used for the production of 
biological weapons,” said Blair the 
same day. 

A week later, the Observer 
reported, “During his whistle stop 
tour of the Gulf, Europe and 
Russia, Blair repeatedly briefed 
journalists that the trailers were 
germ production labs which 
proved that Iraq had WMD.” 

Yet as Blair was making such 
claims, Dr Kelly was in Iraq. He 
inspected the trailers and simply 
didn’t believe Blair’s claim. 

Kelly spoke off the record to the 
Observer, which, on 15 June, 
quoted “a British scientist and 
biological weapons expert, who 
has examined the trailers in Iraq”. 

The expert said, “They are not 
mobile germ warfare laboratories. 
You could not use them for making 
biological weapons. 

“They do not even look like 
them. They are exactly what the 
lraqis said they were—facilities for 
the production of hydrogen gas to 
fill balloons.” 

The Observer report absolutely 
infuriated Blair. 

He and top Ministry of Defence 
and Foreign Office officials 
launched a hunt to unearth the 
Observer’s expert. 

They also launched a witch- 
hunt against the BBC over its 
claims that a senior weapons 
expert had told them the 
government had “sexed up” the 
dossier. 

The witch-hunts soon focused 
in on Dr Kelly. 


‘He should resign’ 


ONE BY one, former Blair 
loyalists and ministers are 
turning on the man they used to 
serve. 

Glenda Jackson was a New 
Labour transport minister. 

She loyally campaigned against 
Ken Livingstone as mayor of 
London and backed up Blair’s 
candidate. 

Now she says, “Blair talked 
about having to pay the blood 
price. 

“Possibly, in my view, because 
he knew the blood in question 
would not be his own. 

“lam ashamed of this 
government. More than ashamed, 
lam disgusted. The capacity of 
Number 10 to inspire disgust 
seems almost boundless, but 
what is happening now is 
unspeakable. 

“Blair should resign. There has 
to come a point where the holder of 
the highest political office in the 
land must acknowledge 
responsibility.” 
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They're condemned 
by their own words 


TONY BLAIR and his key lieutenants 
knew full well that they were lying to 
justify war with Iraq. 

They knew that Saddam Hussein was 
“no threat’, but deliberately lied to try and 
persuade people to back war. 

That was the sensational truth to 
emerge on Monday from the Hutton in- 
quiry into the death of weapons expert Dr 
David Kelly. 

The inquiry saw an e-mail written by 
Blair’s top aide, Jonathan Powell. 

The message was written on 17 Sep- 
tember last year. It was sent to the chief 
of Britain’s “intelligence” John Scarlett 
and to Blair’s right hand man Alastair 
Campbell. 

Powell admitted that the draft dossier 
“did nothing to demonstrate a threat, let 


alone an imminent threat,” from Iraq to 
“his neighbours let alone the west”. 

In case there was any doubt Powell 
wrote about Saddam “We do not have 
evidence that he is an imminent threat.” 

Yet a week later, on 24 September, 
Blair launched the rewritten dossier and 
claimed the threat from Iraq “is current 
and serious”. 

He insisted that Saddam “has existing 
and active military plans for the use of 
chemical and biological weapons which 
could be activated within 45 minutes”. 

Blair knew these claims were false. He 
and Alastair Campbell are at the heart of 
“sexing up” the dossier. 

On Monday the inquiry saw an e-mail 
Campbell himself ordered to be sent 
specifically instructing officials to rewrite 


the dossier. 

The e-mail was from Campbell to 
Blair’s chief of staff Jonathan Powell. 

It was sent on 5 September last year 
after the “intelligence” services had pro- 
duced their draft dossier. 

Blair and those around him were furi- 
ous. As Jonathan Powell’s e-mail later ad- 
mitted, they felt the dossier did NOT back 
up their case for war. 

So Campbell’s e-mail bluntly de- 
manded, “Re dossier: substantial rewrite.” 
And it revealed that Tony Blair ordered the 
rewrite when it said “structure as per TB’s 
discussion”. 

The government lies over Iraq are 
falling apart. The anti-war case is being 
vindicated, and it’s tearing Blair’s regime 
apart. 


They just couldn’t handle the truth 


BLAIR AND his lieutenants 
launched a witch-hunt 
against the BBC and Dr 
Kelly. 

The claim that Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
posed an imminent threat 
was central to Blair’s entire 
case for war. 

He and his ministers 
denied they were after 
“regime change” in Iraq. 
They repeatedly said the war 
was only about weapons of 
mass destruction. 

They couldn’t accept any 


criticism of their claims. 
That’s why Blair and his 
entourage became obsessed 
with Dr Kelly. 

The Hutton inquiry heard 
that the most powerful 
people in the country were 
sitting around day after day 
discussing how to handle 
Kelly. 

The sinister John Scarlett, 
Britain’s top spy, demanded 
Kelly be subject to “a proper 
security-style interview” and 
talked of ensuring “‘all these 
inconsistencies are thrashed 


out” of him. 

Jonathan Powell, Blair’s 
chief of staff, admitted to the 
inquiry that “the prime 
minister wanted to know 
what we knew of Kelly’s 
views on weapons of mass 
destruction” . 

Powell also acknowledged 
that the Blair gang were 
worried that Kelly “might 
say some uncomfortable 
things”’. 

When Kelly finally 
admitted to his bosses he had 
spoken to the BBC they were 


Kelly was hounded to his death 


WHEN KELLY did appear 
before the parliamentary 
committee he buckled under 
the pressure, probably 
affected by a letter handed to 
him just before he appeared 
warning of serious 
disciplinary action. 

He effectively denied 
briefing journalists against the 
government line on Iraqi 
weapons. 

Yet it is clear from the 
evidence of all of the 
journalists at the Hutton 
inquiry that Kelly made exactly 


the allegations they reported. 

The government piled on 
the pressure to make Kelly toe 
their line. 

An internal Foreign Office 
e-mail reported, “Kelly is 
apparently feeling the 
pressure, and does not appear 
to be handling it well.” 

Days later Kelly killed 
himself. 

He was hounded to death by 
Tony Blair, Alastair Campbell, 
Geoff Hoon, Jack Straw, 
Jonathan Powell and all the 
warmongers. 


ready to leave matters there, 
and not subject him to public 
grilling. 

The senior civil servant at 
the Ministry of Defence, 
Kevin Tebbit, told the 
inquiry that he had not 
wanted Kelly’s name to 
made public out of “some 
regard for the man”. 

But, said Tebbit, that was 
overruled by defence 
secretary Geoff Hoon. 
Tebbit said that Hoon added 
that his decision on that was 
backed by Tony Blair. 
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HUTTON INQUIRY 


Top spies are 
‘uneasy’ 


WEAPONS EXPERT Dr Kelly wasn’t 
even against war with Iraq. 

Like other “intelligence” officers, he 
grew angry at the way the government 
exaggerated weapons claims. 

The Hutton inquiry heard how two 
senior intelligence officers had taken the 
unusual step of formally protesting over 
the way the government was using their 
reports. 

A few weeks ago one of the two 
complained again after foreign 
secretary Jack Straw had testified toa 
parliamentary committee. 

Straw was asked if “any complaints 
had been made by senior intelligence 
officers” about the dossier. Straw 
declared “None whatever.” 

One of the senior intelligence officers 
immediately wrote to his boss, saying he 
“felt very uneasy” about Straw’s 
statement. 

The officer asked if he should set the 
record straight. His boss wrote back 
saying to let the matter drop. 


BBC stories 
were true 


THE INQUIRY saw a spat between rival 
BBC journalists last week, with 
Newsnight’s Susan Watts deliberately 
distancing herself from Radio Four’s 
Andrew Gilligan. 

Both had spoken to Kelly. Both told 
the inquiry that Kelly had pointed to 
Alastair Campbell as playing a key role 
in “sexing up” the Iraq dossier. 

Gilligan reported that part of the story. 
Watts did not use the reference to 
Campbell. 

But behind the BBC rivalries four 
points became clear. Kelly told 
journalists that the dossier was 
hardened up before publication. He did 
claim that the 45 minute claim was 
added to the dossier at the last moment. 

Kelly did claim that “intelligence” 
officials were unhappy with the 
government's dossier and he did 
suggest Alastair Campbell was at the 
centre of the affair. 

All Kelly’s claims were backed up by 
documents and testimony at the Hutton 
inquiry. 


US troops shot 
photographer 


US TROOPS in Iraq shot dead an 
award winning photographer last 
weekend. 


Mazen Dana, who worked for 
Reuters, was filming outside a Baghdad 
prison. The last film he shot was of two 
US tanks coming towards him. 

Dana’s driver said the US troops 
knew Dana was a journalist. The troops 
claimed they mistook his camera for a 
rocket-propelled grenade. 


More chaos in 
Afghanistan 


ANOTHER WAR and occupation is 
going badly wrong for the US and 
Britain, as well that in Iraq. 

The BBC reported last week on the 
growing chaos now engulfing 
Afghanistan: 

“The United Nations has suspended 
road travel in parts of southern 
Afghanistan following a spate of attacks. 

“A resurgent Taliban movement has 
been attacking government targets. The 
worsening situation comes as NATO is 
about to take over leadership of the 
international security force in the capital.” 
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voices. He tried to smirk the picket off, but the 
man can’t even deliver a convincing smirk, let 
alone a case for war. 

ALEX MONTAGUE 


Campbell when he gave evidence at the Hutton 
inquiry on Tuesday of this week. The crowd was 
ecstatic. The chants came at the top of our 


Picture: Jess Hurd www.reportdigital.co.uk 


AUGUST IS traditionally 
part of the “Silly Season” 
when the press scrabbles 
to find serious news to fill 
its pages. This year things 
have been very different. 

The Hutton inquiry into 
the death of the scientist 
David Kelly has ensured that 
lraq and the scandal over 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion have remained in the 
media spotlight. 

Tony Blair will return from 
his three week long luxury hol- 
iday in Barbados this week. He 
faces a deep political crisis. He 
is due to go before the Hutton 
inquiry to give evidence next 
week. 

The chaos in lraq and the ab- 
sence of weapons of mass de- 
struction are only one side of 
the story. Blair faces trouble at 
home as well. 

Most workers in Britain face 
low pay and stressful jobs. For 
millions of people life is be- 
coming tougher. Simply meeting 
rising living costs is a constant 
battle. People are working 
longer hours with increased 


workloads. 

Jobs are increasingly inse- 
cure. A recent report shows 
that 129,000 workers in man- 
ufacturing industries have been 
sacked in the last year. 

People are forced into tem- 
porary and part-time work. 
Many are forced to work two 
jobs to make ends meet. 

While Blair jets off to Bar- 
bados some 40 percent of 
British people cannot afford to 
take a holiday of more than 
four days away from home. 

Bosses across Europe are 
attacking pension rights, 
threatening more people with 
poverty in retirement. 

It is no wonder that stress 
has now become the leading 
cause of sick leave in Britain 
with claims for stress rising 
51 percent since 1995 ac- 
cording to the Unum insur- 
ance group. 

There is a feeling of dis- 
content among people. But the 
level of strikes is still low in 
Britain compared to many 
countries in Europe. 

Trade union leaders and 
the anti-union laws have bot- 


tled up workers’ anger. But it 
can break out among groups 
of workers as shown by the 
magnificent unofficial walkout 
by check-in workers at British 
Airways last month. 

Some groups of workers are 
starting to take action over low 
pay and increasing pressure. 

Most crucially of all, next 
week will see a national strike 
ballot of 160,000 postal work- 
ers over their poverty pay. 

Activists need to connect 
this mood with the anger 
against the war. The People’s 
Assembly in central London 
next Saturday and the national 
demonstration in London in 
five weeks will give ordinary 
people the opportunity to hold 
Blair to account. 

As many workplace groups 
as possible should be organ- 
ising to mobilise for these two 
events to make them a mass, 
democratic alternative to this 
government. 

If the issues of war, and pay 
and conditions at work begin 
to spill over into action things 
could get very nasty for Blair 
indeed. 


West backs Africa’s butchers 


THE OBITUARIES of Idi 
Amin of Uganda, who died 
last week, rightly said he was 
one of Africa’s most brutal 
dictators. 

Amin’s reign of terror from 
1971 to 1979 saw at least 
100,000 people murdered. He 
also expelled some 30,000 
people of Asian descent. 

The obituaries did not say 
that, as with so many butch- 
ers in Africa, none of this 
would have been possible 
without backing from West- 
ern powers. In Amin’s case it 
was Britain. 

Amin came to power in a 
military coup which deposed 
Milton Obote. Obote had an- 
gered the British government 


by denouncing prime minis- 
ter Edward Heath for arms 
sales to apartheid South 
Africa. He nationalised some 
British firms. 

Amin, a leading military 
figure, had been trained in 
the British army. His bloody 
coup was encouraged, as- 
sisted and welcomed in 
Whitehall. 

An enthusiastic Foreign 
Office official wrote, ‘““General 
Amin has certainly removed 
from the African scene one of 
our most implacable enemies 
in matters affecting Southern 
Africa. Our prospects in 
Uganda have no doubt been 
considerably enhanced.” 

The day after Amin’s death 


a Channel 4 programme 
showed in horrifying detail the 
scale of suffering in the De- 
mocratic Republic of the 
Congo. The conflict, which has 
led to 3.5 million deaths, is 
rooted in the years under an- 
other Western-imposed dic- 
tator, Joseph Mobutu. 

Among those guilty of fu- 
elling the carnage today are 
the Ugandan and Rwandan 
regimes. These governments 
have at various times been 
showered with praise by the 
US and Britain. 

With this record nobody 
should believe that the US 
and its allies will bring peace 
and democracy to Liberia or 
anywhere else in Africa. 


Stop the War Coalition 


020 7053 2153/4/5/6 
Www.stopwar.org.uk 
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Cracks showing 
in US consensus 


WHATEVER THE outcome of the Hutton inquiry, 
it’s clear that the Iraq war is putting not just the 
Blair government, but also its more powerful 
partner across the Atlantic increasingly on the 


defensive. 


It’s also contributing to the broader crisis of legiti- 
macy of neo-liberal capitalism.This crisis was illustrated 
by a piece in the Financial Times on Wednesday last 
week by a well known American economist, Jeffrey 


Sachs. 

He dismissed the offi- 
cial justifications for the 
Iraq war, arguing that “it 
seems increasingly likely 
that Iraq was attacked be- 
cause Saudi Arabia was 
deeply implicated in the 
terrorist attacks. 

“Two truths have long 
governed US energy secu- 
rity. The first is that Saudi 
Arabia is the key to world oil 
stability, the accommodating 
supplier when markets get 
too tight. 

“The second truth is that 
Saudi Arabia has been a spigot 
of private wealth for key US 
figures, and for the Bush ex- 
tended family in particular. 

“The Saudi royal family 
lacks political legitimacy at 
home, so it buys US protec- 
tion from abroad. 

“Saudi business has helped 
to make multimillionaires of 
Henry Kissinger, Frank Car- 
lucci, James Baker, George W 
Bush, [vice-president Dick] 
Cheney and dozens of other 
insiders.” 

The attacks on New York 
and Washington on 11 Sep- 
tember 2001 threw the US- 
Saudi relationship into 
crisis. Osama Bin Laden 
was a product of the Saudi 
ruling class and 15 of the 19 
suicide hijackers were 
Saudis. 

Sachs identifies four pos- 
sible ways in which Saudi 
Arabia was involved in the 
decision to attack Iraq. 

First, and most obviously, 
seizing Iraq’s oil fields and 
reserves provided an insur- 
ance policy against a hostile 
regime coming to power in 
Saudi Arabia. 


Danger 


“Second, a substitute had 
to be found for the US mili- 
tary bases in Saudi Arabia. 
Paul Wolfowitz, deputy de- 
fence secretary, has already 
explained during an interview 
with Vanity Fair that Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
were but a bureaucratic pre- 
text that hid other core mo- 
tives for war, including the 
reduction of the US military 
presence in Saudi Arabia. 

“Third, the Bush White 
House needed to issue a 
powerful threat to the Saudi 
leadership: one more false 
step and you’re finished. 

“Finally, there was a 
strong hope that the public 
could be diverted from the 
true roots of 11 September 
2001. 

“The Bush administration 
needed to turn the public’s 
eyes away from the intelli- 
gence failures and head off 
the danger, however slight, 
that Saudi associates of the 
Bush family and friends 
would be implicated in the 
attacks.” 

There is probably a sig- 
nificant element of truth in 
this analysis. 

Certainly, the US-Saudi 
relationship is in crisis. 

The latest development 
was the White House’s sup- 
pression last month of sections 
of a Congressional report into 
11 September that implicated 
the Saudi authorities in 


ALEX 
CALLINICOS 
says top 
economists are 
turning against 
the system 


the attacks. 

But the most remarkable 
thing about the analysis isn’t 
its content. 

Plenty of other radical 
(and even some conserva- 
tive) critics of the Iraq war 
have argued along similar 
lines. 

It’s the identity of the 
author that is surprising. 

As a young Harvard 
economist, Sachs was one 
of the pioneers of the neo- 
liberal Washington Consen- 
sus. In the early 1980s he 
developed for Bolivia one of 
the first “structural adjust- 
ment” programmes that 
have devastated so many 
economies by opening them 
up to the world market, pri- 
vatising key industries, and 
slashing public provision. 


Abrupt 


In 1990 Sachs became 
world famous as the leading 
advocate of “shock therapy” 
for the Stalinist countries in 
Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union that were then 
moving from state capital- 
ism to Western-style market 
capitalism. 

The brutal and abrupt dis- 
mantling of state controls 
produced economic disaster 
and human misery on a scale 
that hadn’t been seen since 
the Great Depression of the 
1930s. 

But then the Asian finan- 
cial crisis of 1997-8 led 
Sachs to develop second 
thoughts. 

He denounced the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund for 
forcing on countries like 
South Korea yet more of the 
pro-market measures that 
had helped produce the crisis 
in the first place. 

Sachs now heads the 
Earth Institute at Colum- 
bia University, where he 
studies how to remedy the 
effects of the policies he 
once advocated. 

He recently argued that 
the $200 billion that he esti- 
mates the Iraq war cost 
would have saved 48 million 
lives over the next six years 
if spent on healthcare in the 
Third World. 

Sachs isn’t the only main- 
stream economist who has 
broken with the Washington 
Consensus. 

Other examples are 
Joseph Stiglitz and Paul 
Krugman (another critic of 
the Iraq war). None of them 
have broken with capitalism 
itself. All still defend market 
economics. 

But the fact that they have 
become such vehement crit- 
ics of the American estab- 
lishment and the policies it 
pursues is a sign that the 
would-be masters of the uni- 
verse in Washington and 
London aren’t as powerful as 
they seem. 


inside the system 


Mum and Dad 
slam Hain 


NEW LABOUR cabinet 
minister Peter Hain has 
travelled so far down the 
Blairite road that now 
even his own parents are 
turing against him. 

Walter and Adelaine 
Hain, members of 
Putney Labour Party, 
gave an interview to 
BBC Wales. 

“We don’t agree with 
everything he says and 
does,” says Hain’s mum. 
“We’re not New Labour,” 
adds his dad. 

When asked if they 
are more left wing, his 
mum replies, “He doesn’t 
like us to say that, but we 
think we are.” 


On the phone 


BLAIR’S henchman 
Alastair Campbell 
was enjoying a meal 
in a restaurant on 
his recent holiday in 
the South of France 
when he received a 
re)ate)at=mer- 11 

After the call he 
A(=Y a) auar-] efe)o)(=teat(ed 
with rage”, 
rYexero) cel late Mico ttl=) 
restaurant owner. 

We were 
holidaying in the 
area when a friend 
called to say 


Campbell was in the 
restaurant. 

We called the 
restaurant and 
asked for him to 


come to the phone. 

“Are you Alastair 
Campbell?” we 
asked. Yes. “From 
the Labour Party?” 
Yes. 

“You shouldn’t 
have gone to war 
F-Yor-Tiat-ym tele pr-Lale| 
you’rea 
Me Tanrelate (=Valare| 
bastard.” 

* A reader 


They’ll gamble 
on anything 


THE OFFICIAL Met 
Office in Britain is 
teaming up with US 
company CME to allow 
businesses to gamble on 
the weather. 

They are launching a 
range of “weather 
derivatives” through 
which companies can 
speculate on future 
weather conditions. 

Peter Ewins, the Met 
Office’s chief executive, 
says, “As global weather 
conditions grow 
increasingly extreme, 
CME-Met Office 
weather derivatives will 
serve a significant need 
in the business 
community.” 

This insanity comes a 
few weeks after John 
Poindexter, the US 
government Information 
Awareness Office head, 
was forced to resign after 
it emerged that he 
planned to set up a 
futures market gambling 
on terrorism. 

His scheme could 
have seen people 
gambling on events such 
as the assassination of a 
US president or war with 
North Korea. 


Private armies to 
fight in dirty 


A RECENT advert placed 
in the British newspaper 
the Western Mail offered 
“excellent pay” for former 
soldiers “wanted for secu- 
rity work in Iraq”. 

The add was placed by US 
firm Secureforce. 

The death of a private “secu- 
rity operative” in Iraq last week- 
end has highlighted the extent to 
which mercenaries are already 
being used in war zones. 

The US government has 
hired mercenary companies 
like ICI of Oregon, TASK In- 
ternational and PAE to fight in 
civil wars in Africa and South 
America. 

The mercenaries are used to 
fight in dirty wars, when the US 


Backed up by private sector 


wants to lend its support but 
does not want to be held ac- 
countable or risk the political 
backlash that could come with 
US troop casualties. 
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ICI of Oregon sent merce- 
naries, paid for by the US gov- 
ernment, to Liberia in the 
mid-90s as the country was 
being torn apart by civil war. 

The company was given the 
“Contractor of the Year” award 
after its private army protected 
the US embassy, which came 
under attack during the conflict. 

Mercenaries are also fight- 
ing alongside the Colombian 
army. The US has given $2.5bn 
of military aid to help the 
Colombian government pay for 
its dirty war against guerrilla 
groups operating in the country. 

Much of the money has been 
used to fund mercenaries who 
operate the military equipment 
provided by the US. 
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Heat kills laundry worker 


A WORKER died from heat 
exhaustion, having climbed 
into an industrial washing 
machine to free some sheets 
and getting stuck, an inquest 
heard last week. 

Paul Clegg died after 
being trapped for two hours 
in the 13 metre long machine. 

The machine washed 
sheets and towels at up to 
75C and had been running 
shortly before Mr Clegg 
climbed into it on 21 March. 
He became stuck and called 


FIGURE IT OUT 


A student who will 
leave university in 
2010 can expect to 
be in debt of up to 
£34,000 when their 
education finishes. 
The shocking figure is 
the result of recent 
research by Barclays 
bank. 


for help. 

At the inquest, workers 
from the laundry where Mr 
Clegg worked said that they 
did not know about an 
access panel near to where 
he collapsed because they 
had never been asked to read 
the manual for the machine. 

There was no written pro- 
cedure for entering the ma- 
chine and no set time to allow 
it to cool down after it was 
used. 

The laundry’s chief engi- 


neer sat on a health and 
safety committee which met 
monthly. 

He told the inquest jurors 
that he too did not know of 
any access panel. 

By the time the fire 
brigade arrived and cut Mr 
Clegg free he had lost con- 
sciousness and later was 
pronounced dead. 

A post mortem gave the 
cause of death as hyper- 
thermia.The hearing was 
continuing. 


Bush’s new WMDs 


GEORGE BUSH is already 
planning to develop a new 
generation of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

The US plans were 
hatched at a recent meeting of 
150 defence officials, army 
officers and weapons 
manufacturers in Nebraska. 

The gathering plotted the 
development of a new 
generation of “mini nukes”, 
nuclear weapons which could 
be used on a battlefield or to 
attack underground bunkers. 

The people behind this 
weapons programme are the 
Project for the New American 
Century, a right wing pressure 
group with close links to the 
Bush administration. 


The “mini nukes”, some of 
which are more destructive 
than the bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima which killed 
200,000 people, are not 
simply a deterrent. 

They are designed for use 
in wars such as the invasion of 
Iraq or Afghanistan, blurring 
the distinction between 
nuclear and conventional war. 

The Nebraska meeting 
took place on the anniversary 
of the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, and was held 
in secret. Even members of 
the US Congress were 
prevented from attending. 

Outside demonstrators 
held rallies and a peace 
concert. 


WHO SAYS? 


“It caused a 
mixture of 
sadness and 
hilarity.” 

A FRIEND OF PRINCE 
WILLIAM 

after the prince 
accidentally killed one 
of the 1,000 remaining 
Huemul deer on the 
planet 


“The massage 
service has been 
extremely 
successful and 
we are hoping to 
extend it. It has 
helped to cut 
absenteeism 
rates by almost a 
half.” 


SUPERINTENDENT 
CHRIS BARNES 
justifies West Yorkshire 
police’s free massage 
service 


“In the not too 
distant future 
firms will be able 
to tell if an 
advertising 
campaign 
triggers the brain 
activity and 
neurochemical 
release 
associated with 
memory and 
action.” 
PROFESSOR JAMES 
BAILEY 

on the attempts by 
Ford, Coca-Cola and 
other multinationals to 


perfect their advertising 
campaigns 


“We are the 
unwilling, led by 
the unqualified, 
doing the 
unnecessary for 


the ungrateful.” 
T-SHIRT WORN BY US 
TROOPS IN THE GULF 


“The problem of 
too many people 
fighting for too 
little land will 
have to be 
addressed. One 
day we will not be 
free to have large 
families, causing 
overcrowding, 
overbuilding and 
claustrophobia.” 
MICHAEL WINNER 
News of the World 
columnist 

on his dreams of 


compulsory birth 
control 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 


3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
Tntealda)\aicolni(smce)ar- melee) .@ 


Testing regime is designed to 
sort students into ‘failures and 


‘Successes’ 


by Hazel Croft 


THOUSANDS OF school stu- 
dents have been agonising over 
their A level and GCSE results in 
the last two weeks. 

Last week’s A level results 
were the best ever, with the 
number of young people getting 
grades A to Eup 1.1 percent to 
95.4 percent of all those who take 
the exams. 

This week’s GCSE results 
were expected to show a similar 
trend. 

Yet, instead of congratulating 
their success, university chiefs, 
right wing commentators and the 
mainstream press have added to 
students’ worries by moaning 
about falling standards. 

The right wing claim that A 
levels are getting easier or that 
young people are taking so called 
“soft options” like psychology or 
media studies. 

The top universities say too 
many people are getting A grades— 
as if it were a crime for so many 
pupils to do well. 

This is pure elitism. 

They want to justify creaming 
off a tiny minority into the top first 
class institutions. 

University chiefs want to find 
an excuse to put up top-up fees— 
making higher education even fur- 
ther out of reach for those from 
working class backgrounds. 

Right wing former chief Ofsted 
inspector Chris Woodhead said on 
Radio 4 that A levels were “not 
identifying the most gifted stu- 
dents for top universities”. 

This week the elite Oxford, 
Cambridge and University College 
London universities announced 
new “supertests” for medical, vet- 
erinary and biomedical students. 

They want to introduce similar 
tests for law, computer science, 
economics and other subjects. 

This whole process is the logic 
of New Labour’s drive towards 
selection, relentless testing, 
league tables and competition in 
education. 

Education secretary Charles 
Clarke boasts about creating a 
“fundamentally market-based” 
education system. 

The government has created a 
two-tier system where schools in 
leafy suburbs get better resources 
and come out on top, while those 
in poorer areas are shoved to the 
bottom. 

This competitive logic has seen 
middle class families sell up their 


houses to move to areas with 
“good” schools. 

And it is the same logic that has 
seen the constant assessing and 
testing of children and young 
people from the moment they 
enter the school system. 

The government claims it be- 
lieves in education as a process of 
self development. 

But more and more of a young 
person’s life is taken up with 
studying and cramming for exams, 
rather than developing abilities 
and exploring ideas. 

New Labour’s introduction of 
AS levels, taken the year before 
A levels, has doubled the number 
of exams sixth formers take, 
adding to the intense stress they 
face. 


More stress 

It can mean students taking as 
many as 23 external exams in just 
18 months. 

As one AS level student, Stella 
Pagliani, put it, “It was a big step 
from GCSE—it was too stressful. 

“We spent the whole year 
preparing for the exam instead of 
learning anything.” 

This relentless testing regime is 
designed to sort children into 
“failures” and “successes”. 

They are judged and graded 
like so many eggs on a factory 
packing line. 

How you do in an exam doesn’t 
reflect a person’s real talents, work 
and skills, let alone their character 
and personality. 

It merely tests how good a 
person is at going through an ex- 
amination system, biased in favour 
of those from middle class back- 
grounds anyway. 

According to one survey school 
students find the pressure of 
homework and exams more stress- 
ful than bullying, worrying about 
their appearance or whether they 
have a boyfriend or a girlfriend. 

A parliamentary education 
select committee report earlier 
this year found that hundreds of 
thousands of school students face 
“unacceptable levels of stress” 
because of constant testing. 

A young person’s whole future 
can be determined by how they did 
on one day, in one exam. 

Their futures can be wrecked 
just because they got a D rather 
than aC. 

But every study shows that what 
grade you get in A levels bears no 
relationship to how well you do in 
your degree at university. 


EDUCATION SYSTEM 


They grade young 
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Students sitting a GCSE exam 


‘Education has become a treadmill for 


FRAN Postlethwaite teaches 
GCSE English in Barnsley. She 
says, ““We can’t win. If the 
results are down, then we’ve all 
failed. If they’ve gone up, they 
say standards have declined. 

“In my experience the 
GCSEs have got more difficult. 
There’s a huge amount of 
work—a wider range of 
literary texts and poetry is 
studied. 

“T teach children who are 
doing ten, 11 and 12 GCSEs— 
this was unheard of 30 years 
ago. 

“On top of that children are 
tested heavily all the way 
through. 

“Education has become a 
treadmill for passing exams. 

“The whole notion of 


broadening children’s 
experience, of widening their 
horizons, has been pushed out 
of the window. 

“Children are judged by 
grades on bits of paper which 
don’t reflect people’s full and 
rounded personalities. 


is the astonishing number of 
tests sat by school students 
between the ages of five and 
16. 


whatsoever. 


“This undermines the whole 
idea of opening up education to 
wider numbers and to not have 
a vocational and academic 
divide.” 

Dave Gibson teaches A levels 
at a further education college. 
He says, “Students come here 


FIGURE IT OUT 


is the number of weeks 11 to 18 
year old students spend revising 
for and doing exams. This is 
longer than a school year. 


people like eggs 
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Picture: Jess Hurd 


passing exams’ 


after taking their GCSEs and 
within 15 weeks of starting they 
have to take their first exam. 

“It’s a non-stop exam 
treadmill that puts students 
under huge pressure. And it 
means we teach no more than a 
globule of knowledge, all 
geared to passing exams. 

“The government’s aim 
with Curriculum 2000 was 
supposed to stimulate more 
rounded education and take 
away the stigma of vocational 
subjects. 

“It’s been a dismal failure as 
the whole exam culture 
militates against this. 

“Exactly the same is 
happening with the SATs tests 
in schools—narrowing down 
education.” 


CLASS 


Reality behind 
the exam row 


A TVA Med E-Ltom ok-Ted Colcol lare| 
you are from is the main 
factor which determines 
how well pupils do at 


every stage in the 
education system. 

If you’ve got access to 
computers, books, 
educational trips plus 
time and help from your 
parents, you are far more 
likely to sail through the 
exam process. 

But children from 


working class, both 
manual and white collar, 
backgrounds are more 
likely to be branded 
“failures”, and have their 
confidence and self 
esteem damaged. 

@Less than one fifth of 
those from a working 

(oi F-ES-¥ of: Cer Col cole l ale me (okey a} 


to higher education. 

C Teri felg-lam iced tat=mce) o) 
two richest social 
groups are three times 
more likely to get the A 
levels needed for 
university. 

@Every year around 
40,000 leave school with 
no qualifications 


@Only athird stay on to 
take A levels—the other 
two thirds are expected to 
take low paid, routine 
manual or white collar 
jobs. 

C VNeteto) ce late hice) 
governmentfigures, 
children from the most 


advantaged families are 
more than three times as 
likely to attain five or 
rakeda-Malie larvae lecCol= 
GCSEs as those who are 
poorer. This doesn’t 
include the 7 percent of 
pupils in private 
schools. 

@In the 100 schools with 


the highest number of 
pupils on free school 
meals only 30 percent of 
students gain five Cs at 
GCSE or above. 

@in the 100 schools with 
the lowest number on 
free school meals, 93 
percent of students get 
LiAY=Me ]c-Co(=M OX-Ko) w-l ole)! 
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Our hot 
summer 


ESPITE THE hot weather 
nd many people away on 
oliday we have had a series 
f successful events in 

irmingham showing the 
reat thirst to challenge the 
war on terror”. 

Firstly, 90 people attended 
seminar with Mark Curtis, 
uthor of Web of Deceit, a 
ook about Britain’s real role 

nthe world. 

Then two weeks ago 130 
eople attended a Socialist 

lliance meeting about 

uantanamo Bay. A coach 
oad of people from Tipton, 

here three detainees are 
rom, came. 

Some 200 people came to 
sell out screening of “Power 
nd Terror” by Noam 

homsky a few days later. 

This means around 400 
eople attended events in 

irmingham in less than one 

onth. All this creates a great 
oundation for building the 27 
eptember march. 

Blair may be on holiday 
ut the mood against him has 
ot gone away. 

Sakina Karimjee 
Birmingham 


Union is 
the tool 


LOVED the article “Why I 
ate My Job” in last week’s 
ocialist Worker. 

I work ina hardware shop. 
he men all work in sales, and 
ive advice about the best 

ools to use for different jobs. 

The women earn less and 
re the cashiers, cleaners and 
ecretaries. The men are in 
harge of supervising the 
omen. 

The boss allowed the area 
round the till to be used for a 
etition that had racist 
ndertones. I decided to hide 

t. This meant a confrontation 
nd arow. The petition was 
ot rid of. I felt indignant. 

After that I felt that we, the 
orkers, needed unity andI 
ave been attempting to 
nionise the place. 

Reader 
by e-mail 
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The thousands of workers who struck against th 
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e government made up the core of the Larzac festival 


Larzac success is a 
great sign for Paris 
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Picture: Duncan Brown 


THE LARZAC festival in France two 
weeks ago was the biggest anti- 
capitalist event France has seen. Over 
250,000 people attended. 

Besides the usual activists lots of 
people came to the festival out of the 
vast social movements that have swept 
France in the last six months. Workers 
have struck against the Tory 
government’s plans to attack pensions. 

There were lots of rank and file 
trade unionists there. People at Larzac 
discussed what had happened in those 
strikes and what was going to happen 
when people return to work in 
September. 

This was a step forward. The social 
unrest is not dead—it is just on a break 
for the summer. 

Larzac was important for the 


European Social Forum (ESF) that is 
taking place in Paris in November. 
Activists from all over Europe will be 
coming together to discuss and debate 
organising the movement and what 
kind of world we’ re fighting for. 
Larzac gives mea lot of hope for the 
ESF. There is a lot of talk about the 
social movements re-erupting against 
the government in September. 
Texpect a big and angry turnout in 
Paris. The ESF is becoming key for 
mobilising. British trade unionists 
should be there. 
Nicolas Van Lebeke 
South London 


@I AM very excited at the prospect of 
the ESF and the chance of thousands of 
people going from Britain. 


At the hospital where I work I have 
begun to tell people about the ESF. 

I said that the people who rule in this 
society have their international 
gatherings and we need ours to work out 
our strategy and to feel strength from 
each other. 

The response has been great. 
Already four black workers—two 
nurses, acook and a healthcare 
assistant—have said they are coming. 

It would be great to see delegations 
from workplaces across Britain in 
Paris and it would help to create 
powerful networks when we return. 
Diana Swingler 
East London 
For more information about the ESF 
go to www.mobilise.org.uk or phone 
020 7053 2072. 


This group has nO We are last in 
authority on SexisSM fine for respect 


NE OF the most blatant 
onfirmation that women’s 
ppression is notjust a thing 
f the past is the growing 

rend towards sexism in 
dvertising. Everywhere you 
ook these days we are 
ubjected to images which 
reat women as sex objects. 

The one that really annoys 

eis the Easyjet “Weapons of 

ass Distraction” ad. We are 

resented with an image of a 
oman’s breasts and nothing 
ore. 

It doesn’t matter what 

omen look like or think. 

his is the complete 
ommodification of our 
odies. 

The good news is that if 
ou found the advert offensive 
ou weren’t the only one. I 

as heartened to see how 

any had been defaced and 
aubed with graffiti. 

It had 186 complaints 


against it to the Advertising 
Standards Authority— 
making it the second most 
complained about advert this 
year. 

The authority ruled that 
the advert was unlikely to 
cause serious or widespread 
offence because it is in the 
best tradition of British 
humour—like the Carry On 
films. 

We should bombard the 
authority with complaints. 
Maybe, we should even visit 
them when they have their 
north east “consumer 
conference” on 13 
November. 

To lodge a complaint, 
write to the Advertising 
Standards Authority, 2 
Torrington Place, London 
WC1E7HW or phone 020 
75805555. 

Maxine Bowler 
East London 


| WOULD like to add to your 
article on women’s working 
lives. 

| work in the post office 
counters in north London. | 
work at the counter all day 
long. 

Mostly, customers are 
understanding, but if they 
want lots of different 
transactions it’s easy to 
make mistakes. We are not 
machines. 

Our last boss used to spy 
on us, walking up and down 
behind us. 

It was so stressful, it 
made you more likely to 
make mistakes. 

They have these 
“mystery shoppers”, a post 
office employee acting like a 
member of the public. They 
time the queues and ask 
you questions, then send 


you a letter telling you how 
you did. 

We get the blame if the 
queues are too long, even 
though there’s nothing we 
can do about it. 

Last Christmas Eve a 
“mystery shopper’ timed 
the queue at seven 
minutes. It should only be 
five so we all lost our £75 
bonus. 

But it was Christmas 
Eve—it was bound to be 
busy. 

| think management did it 
on purpose, just to spoil 
things for us. 

My husband is a bus 
worker who works nights. 
He looks after our child 
during the day. | have to 
rush home after work. 
Dominique 
North London 


Rough 
justice 


A GROUP of asylum seekers 
are being forced to sleep on 
the street in Brixton, south 
London. Under the 
government’s Section 55 they 
have no right to 
accommodation or shelter 
whilst their cases are being 
dealt with. 

They are having to rely on 
charity from local people as 
they are forced to sleep 
outside the offices of the 
refugee council. 

Among the asylum 
seekers are those who are ill. 
Some have had to be rushed to 
hospital after spending three 
nights outside. I spoke to a 
Palestinian man who spoke of 
why he could not go back. 

If you can help e-mail 
fsa_general_council @yahoo. 
co.uk 
Debbie Jack 
East London 


YOUR VIEW eee 


New Labour is 
failing the test 


THE GOVERNMENT’S top 
exams adviser gave 
schools the green light 
last week to abandon 
GCSEs. My first reaction 
was that I was very 
excited. The exams are 
agony for teachers and 
students. 

But, knowing the 
Labour government, | had 
second thoughts. It never 
does things in the interest 
of our students. These 
plans are more about 
trying to deal with the 
crisis in the education 
system than improving 
education. 

The elite Eton college 
immediately announced 
that it was junking 
GCSEs. Managers there 
know their students will 
go on to university. 

What teachers want is 
to see decent funding in 
schools and a batile by 
the NUT union over the 
SATs tests. 

Marion O’Malley 
East London 


Resisting the lies 


Aclass that can 
be welcoming 


COLIN BARKER’S article 
(Socialist Worker, 9 
August) about how 
immigrants enrich society 
was excellent. 

It shows what a 
ludicrous and inhumane 
system we live in when 
there is a shortage of 
trained medical 
personnel, and trained 
doctors and nurses 
amongst asylum seekers 
are prevented from using 
their skills. 

Hostility to newcomers 
isn’t universal. 

There is always a 
welcoming attitude from 
many. 

At a large meeting ona 
council estate a big cheer 
went to a speaker who 
said, “If you live here for 
six weeks the people 
regard you as a Canning 
Towner.” 

I’m not proud of being 
British, but with that sort 
of attitude I’m proud of 
being part of the British 
working class. 

Colin Yates 
East London 


Labour lets in 
death merchants 


LONDON DOCKLANDS is 
hosting the UK’s biggest 
ever arms fair on 9-12 
September. Over 600 
arms companies and 
suppliers have booked 
stalls promoting their 
state of the art weapons. 
Scandalously, the 
Ministry of Defence 
promotes the arms fair. It 
is spending hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to 


help some of the world’s 
most oppressive states 
sell weapons on our 
doorstep. 

Planned events to 
oppose this include a 
“facing the arms traders” 
protest at London docks 
on 9 September and a 
non-violent day of direct 
blockades on 10 
September. 

Nathan Jervins 
London 


Our website 
is aresource 


SCOTLAND Against 
Criminalising 
Communities (SACC) has 
launched its website— 
www.sacc.org.uk 

SACC is a grassroots 
group set up to campaign 
for the repeal of the 
terrorism acts, to 
highlight their current 
discriminatory use and to 
offer solidarity to the 
communities most 
affected by them. 

We hope that the site 
will become a valuable 
resource for everyone 
concerned with 
worldwide human rights 
abuses generated by the 
“war on terror”. 

Richard Haley 
Scotland 


Resistance in 
the valleys 


AROUND 30 people 
attended a hastily called 
meeting at Skewen, near 
Neath, to discuss 
opposing an asphalt plant 
that Aggregate Industries 
want to build on the Neath 
Abbey wharf. 

Residents fought a 
successful campaign 
only a year ago to block 
a proposed waste plant 
on the same site. They 
are now gearing up for 
an even more difficult 
battle. 

A huge fire at the 
newly opened and highly 
controversial incinerator 
plant at Crymlyn Burrows 
has led to fresh demands 
that the plant be closed 
permanently. 

Huw Pudner 
Neath 
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A great atmosphere 
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Marxism has 
changed my life 


MARXISM 2003 was one 
of the best events | have 
been to. 

The speakers were 
fantastic. It has given me 
a new direction in my 
political life. 

| have already done a 
stall around end the 
occupation of Iraq in 
Hamilton, south 
Lanarkshire, and I’m 
planning a lot more. 

Thanks again. See you 
all in London soon. 
Gerard Quigley 


The Yarls Wood detention centre during the blaze in February 2002 


Why jury cleared 
refugees of arson 


The trial of 13 men 
accused of burning 
down the Yarls Wood 
detention centre ended 
last Friday with 
Group 4 being 
condemned by all 


INSTEAD OF giving the govern- 
ment and right wing press an 
excuse to rant about criminal be- 
haviour by refugees, the trial ex- 
posed the brutal treatment dished 
out to asylum seekers. 

The £100 million Yarls Wood 
centre was a key element in David 
Blunkett’s plan to speed up the de- 
portation of asylum seekers. 

Set to be Europe’s biggest de- 
tention centre, it opened in January 
last year. Within a month, it had 
gone up in smoke. 

Officers from the private security 
firm running Yarls Wood, Group 4, 
sparked a riot by their rough han- 
dling of a detainee and hours later 
the centre was burnt down. 

David Blunkett and the gutter 
press immediately bayed for an 
example to be made of the in- 
mates. Yet despite a diatribe of 
prejudice about asylum seekers, 
only four out of 16 original 
charges stuck. 

The trial showed how detainees 
helped evacuate inmates and 
Group 4 officers during the fire. It 
was because of their actions that 
no one died. 

It is Group 4 and the Home 
Office who should be on trial. 


Mistreatment 

Evidence given at the trial 
highlighted the mistreatment of 
detainees. 
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From left to right: Kayode Abdul, Henry Mom 


The trial judge said the evidence 
of abuse “raises questions about the 
sort of people who are given re- 
sponsibility for the custody of vul- 
nerable people who are being held 
without having committed any 
crime, often for an unlimited 
period.” 


Unsafe 

Yarls Wood was a wooden build- 
ing with brick cladding. No sprin- 
kler system was installed, against 
the advice of the local fire service. 

Group 4 staff were unsure about 
fire drills and exits. On the night of 
the fire they were told to “play it 
by ear”. 

Group 4 guards were instructed 
to lock detainees in the burning 
building. 

Inmates had to break reinforced 
glass windows to escape. They 
were left outside in the freezing 
cold all night. 

Bedfordshire police testified 
that “Group 4 were themselves 


The rescuers 


THE DEFENDANTS did not 
indulge in an orgy of 
violence—they helped to 
rescue Group 4 staff. 

Group 4 officer Mark Curtis 
testified that two of the men 


YARLS WOOD TRIAL 


suspects, as a company, and were 
investigated for the offence of cor- 
porate manslaughter. Since no one 
died at Yarls Wood, no charges 
were brought.” 

Group 4 stopped firefighters get- 
ting into Yarls Wood for an hour. 

The prosecution told the court, 
“Group 4 have been a national 
laughing stock ever since they 
blundered into the field of private 
custodial services. No one present 
during this trial could fail to un- 
derstand why, could they?” 

Yet shortly after the fire, David 
Blunkett praised Group 4’s “dedi- 
cation and courage”’. 

Group 4 are planning to reopen 
Yarls Wood in September. A 
spokesperson told Radio 4 last 
Saturday the centre was more 
“holiday camp than prison”. 


No justice 

Defence lawyers argued that the 
defendants could not get a fair trial. 
He quoted anti-refugee headlines 


on trial led him to safety, with 
their arms round him. 

Ricardo Rocchi, another 
officer, told the court he had 
been scared and asthmatic 
and two of the defendants 
reassured him and escorted 
him to safety. 


adou, Lucky Jacobs and Behar Limani 


from the Daily Mail, Express and 
Telegraph. The judge dismissed the 
argument. 

Later, the case almost collapsed 
when a juror said two other jurors 
had such hostility towards asylum 
seekers they could not assess the 
evidence fairly. The judge allowed 
the trial to continue. 

Over 100 MPs signed an early 
day motion demanding an end to 
the deportation of eyewitnesses, but 
it continued anyway. Lucky Jacobs 
requested 26 witnesses—only two 
were available. 

Home Office minister Beverley 
Hughes sent a letter shown to the 
judge saying, “No one has been re- 
moved without the police being 
given the opportunity to interview 
them.” But, in court, detective su- 
perintendent Richter said this “was 
not accurate”. 

Group 4 “fouled up” the gather- 
ing of evidence, according to the 
prosecution. Their staff were 
shown photos of suspects. The 


Defendants also helped 
rescue other detainees. 
Custody officer Sylvia Burns 
told how defendant Behar 
Limani helped her evacuate 
families, saying, “Get out, 
save yourself, I’ll get them 
out.” 
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judge said, “This was a major 
breach. Identification took place in 
contravention of all the codes.” 

Group 4 sent staff on a “witness 
training course” and organised 
“group counselling”. The police 
said this “verged on illegal witness 
coaching” but they, too, were crit- 
icised for not taking statements 
from those being deported. 


Defendants 

Thirteen people were charged in 
connection with the riot. The trial 
lasted nearly four months and cost 
around £1 million. 

Two pleaded guilty to charges 
of affray and violent disorder. 

Six had all charges against them 
dropped, after weeks and months 
in prison. But that didn’t mean 
they were free. 

Klodjan Gaba, who was 17 
when he fled from Albania and 
watched his parents drown when 
their boat sank, was deported 
within hours of his acquittal. 

Lucky Jacobs, Kayode Abdul 
and Gjerig Tuka were all found not 
guilty of violent disorder last 
Friday. They were immediately de- 
tained by immigration services. 

Henry Momadou was found not 
guilty of arson, but he and Behar 
Limani were found guilty of vio- 
lent disorder. They were sentenced 
to four years in prison. An appeal 
is planned. 


SPEAKING OUT 


Eunice Edozieh at Marxism 2003 


‘I felt as if I 
was dying’ 


Eunice is a 55 year old 
grandmother who fled Nigeria 
after her husband was killed. 
The prosecution branded her a 
“drama queen” and “trouble 
maker”. 

Eunice, who has walked with 
a stick ever since she was 
“restrained” by Group 4 officers, 
told Socialist Worker the real 
story. 


“I WAS so constipated 
because of the food at the 
centre. The pain was very bad. 
| felt as if my body was coming 
apart inside me. 

“I later found out | could 
have had a prolapsed womb. 

“I saw some of the boys in 
detention. They call me Mum, 
and | said to them, | need help, 
I need to see a doctor. 

“lI went to see the nurse but 
she wouldn’t help me. | was 
taken back to my room. Later 
that evening the pain got 
worse. I felt as if | was dying. 

“| wanted to go to the 
chapel, to pray for the pain. 
But the officers did not want 
me there. 

“One of them slapped me 
and I shouted, ‘Oh my god!’ 
Other inmates heard and tried 
to come to my rescue. 

“The officers hit me and 
kicked me with their boots. 
They held me round the 
neck—there were marks from 
their fingers and thumbs.” 

Four male guards held 
Eunice down, then dragged 
her along the floor and locked 
her ina stairwell. This sparked 
the riot. 

Group 4 custody officers 
admitted “taking Eunice 
down”. In court, an officer 
described Eunice talking 
“gibberish” when she was 
speaking in her own 
language. 

Eunice continues, “The next 
thing | remember is waking up 
outside. Other inmates had 
helped me. 

“But the officers locked me 
in a part of Yarls Wood that 
had not burned. When they 
threw food in, some fell into 
the toilet. 

“After three days a chaplain 
came and | was able to see my 
daughter and grandchild.” 

Since then Eunice has been 
placed in Newhall prison in 
Yorkshire and Tinsley House, 
which is a centre where they 
remove people from Britain. 

“They came to deport me. 
But when | was on the plane | 
realised they had not returned 
my real passport to me. 

“The pilot refused to fly and 
| was taken off the plane. 

“I have found people who 
want to help me. So there is no 
more crying and fear. |am 
finally out on bail now.” 
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HIDDEN HISTORY 


OT SO long ago the right 
wing press and the police 


Misrepresenting 
Marx’s manifesto 


GEORGE MONBIOT, the 
Guardian columnist, is always 
worth reading, even when | 
disagree with him—over the 
euro, for example. 

His recent book, The Age of 
Consent, gives a damning 
critique of the modern world. 
Those key institutions of 
modern world politics and 
economics—the UN, IMF, 
World Bank, WTO—work 
against the interests of the 
poor world. He offers a 
programme for fundamental 
reform. 

George argues for an 
elected world parliament, to 
replace the undemocratic UN 
Security Council. He suggests 
ways to make the world trading 
system operate to promote, 
rather than destroy, Third 
World economies. 

Agree or not with all his 
proposals, his book is 
definitely worth reading for the 
material he assembles on the 
current injustices of world 
power and inequality. 

However, between pages 
26 and 30, George simply falls 
off his trolley. As prelude to his 
main argument, he rejects 
both Marxism and anarchism 
as potential solutions to the 
world’s problems. 

Committed anarchists can 
judge his account of their 
views. But his arguments 
against Marx are bad 
arguments which are still found 
in sociology textbooks. If you’re 
going to attack a position, you 
should offer something like an 
adequate representation. But 
George offers a travesty. 

George’s targetis that 
socialist classic, the 
Communist Manifesto of 1848. 

It contains, in theoretical 
form, he claims, “all the 
oppressions which were later 
visited on the people of 
communist nations”. Stalin 
and Mao didn’t “corrupt 
Marx’s ideology for their own 
ends’—they rigidly applied it. 


Rolling in his grave 
Later, George says the 
economist Lord Keynes 
“would be rolling over in his 
grave were he to see how 
badly he has been 
misrepresented”. I’m afraid 
that we must say the same 
about George’s treatment of 
Marx. If corpses could spin, 
we could light Highgate by 
attaching a dynamo to 
Marx’s grave. 

Refuting George ina single 
column is impossible. For the 
next couple of weeks | shall be 
applying myself to this 
unfortunately necessary task. 

What does George say? | 
quote: “The Manifesto’s great 
innovation and great failure 
was the staggeringly 
simplistic theory into which it 
sought to force society. 
Dialectical materialism 
reduced humanity’s complex 
and political relations to a 
simple conflict between the 
‘bourgeoisie’ and the 
‘proletariat’.” 

Note the little insult here, in 
the word “reduced”. Nothing 
like an insult to evade a real 
argument. What did the 
Manifesto actually say? 

The key force in history, up 
to now, has been what Marx 
called “the class struggle”. It 
has taken forms in different 
periods. Here’s a famous 
passage: 

“Freeman and slave, 
patrician and plebeian, lord 
and serf, guildmaster and 


COLIN BARKER 
takes issue with 
George Monbiot’s 
arguments against 
Marx 


journeyman, in a word, 
oppressor and oppressed, 
stood in constant opposition 
to one another, carried on an 
uninterrupted, now hidden, 
now open fight, a fight that 
each time ended, eitherina 
revolutionary reconstitution of 
society at large, orin the 
common ruin of the 
contending classes.” 

In the modern world, Marx 
continues, the crucial struggle 
has now become that 
between the capitalist class 
and the working class. 

Marx argued that the 
fundamental nature of world 
society was changing. 
Although still in its relative 
infancy compared to today, 
capitalism was becoming 
dominant, replacing all 
previous kinds of class society. 

That development was 
crucial to understanding the 
modern struggle for human 
emancipation. 


Rise of capitalism 

Why sucha stress on 
capitalism? It was 
transforming the very 
character of human society, 
and therefore its political 
possibilities. 

How? The whole world was 
being pulled into a single 
world market. Big industry 
was replacing small-scale 
manufacture. Immense social 
convulsions were occurring. 

As great cities were being 
built pell-mell, millions of 
peasants were being 
dispossessed and bigger 
capital was destroying small 
artisanal and shopkeeping 
enterprises. The many small 
political units of the Middle 
Ages were giving way to great 
nation-states. 

Was Marx wrong about 
this? Hardly! It’s astonishing, 
given how early he was 
writing, how far-sighted he 
was. The social forces he 
identified as emerging have 
indeed become dominant in 
the modern world. 

Capitalism’s drive to 
competitive accumulation 
means that nothing stands 
still, production is constantly 
“revolutionised”. Every part of 
the world is drawn into its net. 
This world, Marx went on to 
argue—foreshadowing 
modern ecological arguments 
by acentury—is running out 
of control. It plunges into 
regular, immensely 
destructive crises. 

George Monbiot doesn’t put 
capitalism at the heart of his 
argument about what’s wrong 
with the world today. Indeed, 
the word “capitalism” doesn’t 
appear till near the end of his 
book. He’d quite like to get rid 
of capitalism, but only after his 
reforms have been instituted. 

But where is the real 
movement to bring about 
change to be located? George 
has no answer. Marx did. 

The very self destructive 
creativeness of the modern 
ruling class has another side: 
capitalism creates anew 
working class as part of its own 
growth. That class offers new 
hope for human emancipation. 

Why, we must consider 
next week. 


tried to ban the Notting Hill 

Carnival. When all else 

failed, they physically at- 
tacked it. From its beginning they 
have hated it because it is a symbol of 
black resistance and black and white 
solidarity. 

The Notting Hill Carnival survived 
because of the resistance by black, 
and many white, people. The carnival 
was a response to the vicious race 
riots in August 1958. 

Black people were excluded from 
many workplaces, pubs and clubs 
and racist attacks were common. The 
police constantly harassed and ar- 
rested black people. 

In 1958 in Nottingham, white 
youths rampaged through areas like 
St Ann’s night after night. They sur- 
rounded black people and threatened 
to lynch them. 

In London, fascists stirred up racist 
gangs to attack blacks with knives, 
guns and petrol bombs. The 7,000- 
strong West Indian community in 
Notting Hill was terrorised for four 
days and nights. 

A local black man, Ivan Weekes, 
described what happened in his street: 
“There was a pitched battle in Powis 
Terrace where I lived. The street was 
alight, fires, Molotov cocktails. 

“And blood was everywhere—it 
was awful. By that time, the situa- 
tion had become so bad that black 
men used to come from surrounding 
areas knowing the whites were 
going to hit this particular street, this 
particular night. 

“They would come in solidarity. 
Many black people felt if they’re 
going to kill us, we won’t be passive 
about it. The next morning the street 
was like a battlefield, with burnt out 
cars and the rest of it.” 

The police claimed the riots were 
“the work of ruffians, both black and 
white’’. But secret papers released last 
year showed they knew the violence 
was caused by “Keep Britain white” 
mobs, at times thousands strong. 

The carnival came out of ordinary 
people’s desire to combat racism and 
celebrate multiracialism. 

In January 1959 London’s first 
Caribbean carnival was held. One of 
the organisers, Claudia Jones, said, 
“We needed something to get the taste 
of Notting Hill out of our minds.” 


‘Carnival was their day’ 

For the first generation of black im- 
migrants, Carnival was a_ protest 
against racist mobs that besieged 
their community in west London. 

In the 1970s the next generation of 
black people saw it as a symbol of re- 
sistance to the police’s criminalisa- 
tion of young black people. 

As one black activist explains, 
“Anybody who knows Carnival, now 
a joyous occasion, and its wonderful 
food and music and people wearing 
policemen’s helmets, better go back 
to 1976, and ’77 and *78, when the 
negotiations with the police were 
about whether the carnival was going 
to happen at all.” 

Reggae music inspired and gave 
confidence to the new generation. 

During the 1970s the police became 
increasingly hostile to the carnival. A 
police officer explained, “Carnival was 
their day. For the rest of the year, 
police would be stopping them in ones 
and twos in the street, where they 
would be in a minority. 

“But for one weekend they were 
in the majority and they took over 


[ 
Finding love in post-war Britain... 


CARNIVAL OF UNITY 


This weekend the streets of Notting Hill in west London will be packed with people enjoying a multiracial festival. 
Even the police will pretend to enjoy themselves. But the history of Carnival shows it is more than a party 


the streets.” 

In 1976 the police hyped up safety 
fears about the carnival. A police 
chief told the press, “The carnival 
has outgrown itself and it is no longer 
suitable for Notting Hill or any 
London streets.” 

Huge numbers of police turned up 
to the carnival and began trying to 
arrest people. The crowd united to 
stop them. When police rampaged 
through the carnival, lashing out at 
men, women and children, they 
fought back. 

The Financial Times _ stated, 
“Those who steal or assault must be 
classed as criminals. But those who 
crowd around to prevent the police 
from arresting them must surely be 
seen as expressing a kind of social or 


and finding a voice 


political anger.” 

An officer admitted, “The police 
had taken a beating and were deter- 
mined it wouldn’t happen again. So 
when the next one came around, 
there was some desire for revenge.” 

The following year there were re- 
newed calls for the carnival to be re- 
stricted. The police wanted revenge. 
When a few stones were thrown, 
they waded in. 

Sandra Knight and her young 
child (pictured below, right) were at- 
tacked by baton-wielding police. 
Her husband told Socialist Worker 
at the time, “They just hit her over 
the head. One policeman went for 
the baby. 

“He aimed for her head. If he had 
hit her, she would have been dead.” 


Bringing traditions from the Caribbean... 


Sections of the right wing press 
and the police continued to attack the 
carnival. 

They tried to fit up key organisers 
like Frank Crichlow of the Mangrove 
Club. In 1988 Frank spent six weeks 
in prison awaiting trial before a jury 
threw out charges related to drug 
dealing. 

In 2001 some 10,000 police were 
on duty after officers warned that 
gun-toting gangsters would ter- 
rorise the event. Only 35 people out 
of the two million that partied were 
arrested—mostly for being drunk. 

In 1991 Lynda Lee Potter, Daily 
Mail columnist, described Notting 
Hill Carnival as “a sordid, sleazy 
nightmare that has become synony- 
mous with death”. 


Despite all this they couldn’t stop 
the carnival, because of its huge pop- 
ularity amongst ordinary people. 

In recent years, there has been talk 
of moving the carnival off the streets 
and letting corporate sponsors take 
over, which would rob the carnival of 
its unique atmosphere. 

Amid a series of rows, the London 
Notting Hill Carnival plc was estab- 
lished to seek sponsorship and fran- 
chises. Frank Crichlow, a key figure 
in Notting Hill, says the talk of spon- 
sorship “means selling out to big 
business people. Carnival belongs to 
the community. 

“When the entrepreneurs move in, 
the little people go out of the 
window.” 

Ken Hinds is vice-chair of the 


and creating new traditions of resistance 


Mas Bands _ Association, which 
makes carnival floats. He says, “The 
people who come to Carnival don’t 
come to see the police or the offi- 
cials—so why are they telling us how 
to run our event? 


Emancipation 

The first Caribbean carnival was held 
in Trinidad in 1834 to celebrate the 
abolition of slavery. 

In 1881 Trinidad’s former police 
chief described how the tradition 
evolved: “After the emancipation of 
the slaves, thing were materially al- 
tered. The ancient lines of demarca- 
tion between classes were obliterated 
and, as a natural consequence, the 
carnival degenerated into a noisy 
and disorderly amusement for the 
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lower classes.” 

Carnival has lost none of its power 
to rock the establishment, as journal- 
ist Gary Younge explains: 

“Massive in size, working class in 
composition, spontaneous in form, 
subversive in expression and politi- 
cal in nature—the ingredients for 
Carnival are explosive. 

“Add to the mix the legacy of 
slavery and it soon becomes clear 
why so long as there has been Carni- 
val, the authorities have sought to 
contain, control or cancel it.” 


All across Britain 
Cities across Britain have Caribbean- 
style carnivals. 

Leeds hosts what organisers claim 
is the biggest carnival outside London, 
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with an annual parade of tens of thou- 
sands dancing its way to the West 
Indian Centre in Chapeltown. It has 
been going since 1967. 

Birmingham held its first carnival 
in 1984. Over 50,000 turned out to 
take part in last year’s event. 

A Caribbean carnival has been 
held in Nottingham since 1970. 
When it was cancelled in 1998 the 
outcry was so great it was reinstated 
and organisers claim this year it was 
the biggest ever. 

But the fight to defend our right to 
celebrate multiracial Britain contin- 
ues. Only last year Dudley police 
forced the local carnival to be can- 
celled, claiming 15,000 gun-toting 
black people would turn up. 

JUDY COX 


ONLY 
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“We're here to stay’ 


Berlyne Hamilton (right) spoke 
to Socialist Worker about what 
life was like for black immi- 
grants in the 1960s and 1970s 
and the need to continue the 
fight against racism today. 


| GREW up in Dominica in the 
West Indies and came here in 
1960. You couldn’t miss the 
discrimination. People told you 
to get back where you come 
from, but not so polite. 

You couldn’t get a job. | spent 
two years out of work. Then 
Harold Wilson brought in a law 
saying everywhere employing a 
certain amount of people had to 
have ten of the workforce non- 
white. This opened doors for us. 

Of course, it was only for jobs 
in factories and things like that. 
They assumed you weren't fit 
fora decent job. 

When | came over, my family 
told me to join the army, for 
queen and country and all that. 
You had to be in England for six 
months before you could join up. 

Sol! went to get a job in 
Chadwell Heath. You had to go 
there, then phone from a hut. | 
phoned and they asked what 
nationality | was. | said, 
“British’—that’s what’s on my 
passport. 

They said, “Yes, but what part 
of the world are you from?” | told 
them the Caribbean. They told 
me to wait, butno one came 
down. Then a white woman 
came in, and they rushed 
straight down. 

| got the message and 
walked out. | thought, why am | 
pretending to be British? 

My first job here was ina 
sweetie factory in Upton Park. | 
was sacked after six weeks. It 
wasn'ta sanitary place. We 
made toffees, but there were no 
covers, so it was full of juicy flies. 

| went to the foreman and 
showed him the flies in the 
toffee. He said, “People like you 
are the last people to complain. 
We allow you over here and 
now you're telling us how to run 
things.” | said, “Il thought | came 
from an ignorant part of the 
world, but you’re worse.” 

Next day, | got my cards. A 
friend of mine went for a job at 
Yardley cosmetics in Stratford. 
Black women used their 
products, because they were 
cheap. 

Aman atthe gate told my 
friend, “Don’t bother. We don’t 
employ blacks here.” My friend 
said, “lam not black, I’m fucking 
Jamaican.” That made us laugh. 

The first person that set up a 
stall on Green Street in east 
London was a Jamaican chap 
called Bob Hamilton. Ona 
regular basis, racists would raid 
his stall and tip it over, all 
through the 1960s. 

If you go to Green Street now, 
it’s all black, Asian, everyone is 
accepted. So things have moved 
on along way, but we haven’t 
reached the end of the road. 

The worst racism was at 
Ford’s. | started there in 1973, 


but they can’t stop Carnival.. 


on the production line. About 40 
percent of the employees were 
non-whites. In 1975 there were 
two black foremen out of 5,700 
people. 

When | left there in 2001 
there were still only four or five. 
As far as decision-making was 
concerned, forget it. You didn’t 
have a voice. 

| was the first black person on 
the union works committee. 

We hada press-shop 
manager, a Scottish fellow. If he 
was a racist he camouflaged it 
very well by being a bastard to 
everyone. 

He saw us during a break in 
production and said, “Give 
these bastards a broom and let 
them sweep up.” | said, “Who 
the fucking hell are you calling a 
bastard?” 

He said, “I wasn’t fucking 
talking to you.” | said, “No, 
because if you were this place 
would have come to a standstill, 
you Scottish bastard.” 

| said, “My grandfather was 
Scottish. He had a plantation, 
and if | could get hold of his 
bones | would put them together 
and put my hands round my 
neck and strangle him.” That 
manager never so much as 
looked at me sideways again. 

The foundry’s union 
convenor was a white South 
African. He used to talk about 
the “nigger in the woodpile”. | 
was the only black person at the 
joint union meetings and 
everyone else just ignored it. 

Now they can’t pick on the 
Irish, or the West Indians. If you 
go to Aldgate, or Whitechapel, 
now it’s the Bengalis they are 
picking on, saying they are 
getting the all the houses. 

Inthe 1960s we got exactly the 
same. My digs was me and my 
brother in a little box room, with 
every room filled with people, a 
cooker on the landing and a shed 
in the back with atin bath. 

It’s the same for the refugees 
like the Kosovans. 

It's the same for people 
coming here now as it was for us. 
It's just the race that’s changed. 

Years ago | walked the 
streets protesting against the 
National Front. | started taking 
an interest because of what 
happened in Notting Hill Gate, 
where black people were 
attacked and beaten. 

It was after that that the 
carnival really found itself. 
Carnival was about standing 
together and being counted. 
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Interview with leading anti-war author 


ARK CURTIS is the au- 

thor of Web of Deceit: 

Britain’s Real Role in 

the World—one of the 

most popular books in 
the anti-war movement. He will 
also be speaking at the Stop the 
War Coalition’s People’s Assembly 
in London on 30 August. 


Your book gives a devastating 
account of Blair’s previous wars in 
Kosovo and Afghanistan. What 
would you say to those who claim 
they were a success? 

The two big myths surrounding both 
those wars is that, first of all, they were 
undertaken for humanitarian reasons and, 
secondly, that they had good outcomes. 

The conventional view put forward by 
the Blair government that Kosovo was 
done for human rights purposes just cannot 
be true. 

States don’t go to war for humanitar- 
ian purposes. The NATO intervention ex- 
acerbated the humanitarian crisis. 

Afghanistan was even more remark- 
able. As I argue in the book, we killed 
more people than they did. 

The latest authoritative estimate of the 
number we killed is 7,000. Even that may 
be low. The Guardian did an investiga- 
tion and said that up to 30,000 people 
might have been killed. 

Even if you take the 7,000 figure it 
is twice as many as were killed on 11 
September. 

Those two things—that we exacer- 
bated the humanitarian situation in 
Kosovo and that we killed more people 
than they did in Afghanistan—should be 
the two things that come through in re- 
porting on those conflicts. But that isn’t 
the case of course. 

What comes through in the media 
is that Blair is wondrously devoted to 
humanitarianism—what’s been politely 
called a “liberal imperialism”—but 
which to me is a moral rehabilitation of 
imperialism as a concept. 


Do you think the Blair government 
has been worse than previous 
British governments? 

Never before has the British government 
committed itself to so many military in- 
terventions in such a short space of time 
as under Blair. 

In the 80s even Margaret Thatcher did 
not commit British troops to Central 
America to support Reagan. She did not 
commit UK jets to help bomb Libya in 
1986. Thatcher was sceptical of the US 
invasion of Grenada in 1983. 

Now Blair is supporting the US in 
Kosovo, in Afghanistan, in Iraq and so on. 

There are two other areas where for- 
eign policy under Blair is worse. 

One is support for Israel. They try to 
say they are being even-handed between 
the Palestinians and the Israelis. I think a 
lot of people have bought that line, in- 
cluding many NGOs (non-governmental 
organisations). 

But Britain is still supplying arms to 
Israel. Britain has been the lead nation in 
blocking European Union moves to pres- 
sure Israel. Blair has acted as Israel’s de 
facto apologist more than any other EU 
nation. 

That is going beyond Thatcher. Under 
Thatcher the Foreign Office was always 
quite sceptical about committing itself in 
public to Israel for fear of upsetting “our” 
Arab despots. 

The other area where New Labour is 
even worse is to do with globalisation and 
its fanatical support for trade liberalisation. 

These people are completely commit- 
ted to trade liberalisation. That is in the 
face of all the evidence about the impact 
free trade has. 


Mark Curtis 


British troops in Basra, Iraq, last week 
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I know about that from having 
worked inside an NGO at Christian Aid. 
NGOs have poured out information about 
the huge human effect of free trade and 
the British government has paid not a 
blind bit of notice. 

Their agenda is very clear—support 
corporations, allow corporations to get 
access to overseas markets. That’s the fun- 
damental goal of British foreign policy. 


What link do you see between war 
and militarisation on the one hand 
and globalisation on the other? 
There are two fundamental goals of 
British foreign policy. One is economic, 
the other political. 

The economic is to ensure that the 
world is safe for Western corporations. 
That explains a lot about British foreign 
policy—it’s about access to markets, en- 
suring favourable investment climates for 
our multinationals. 

The US and Britain are the two states, 
and maybe you can add Japan in recent 
years, where the world’s big transnational 
corporations are based. BP, Shell, Rio 
Tinto, British American Tobacco—these 
are British companies. 

This explains why Britain has such an 
interventionist foreign policy compared 


to, say, Italy or Sweden. 

Then there is a political goal, that 
British elites want to maintain their polit- 
ical standing in the world. 

They are not the great power they 
were in 1938. But they’ve never been sat- 
isfied with the role of a third-rank power. 
They want Britain to be up there punching 
above its weight, up there with the US. 

The role of Britain in the world is just 
never addressed in mainstream academic 
circles. The assumptions are usually that 
Britain is keen on promoting human 
rights, security, peace, democracy. The 
fact that there is no evidence for it what- 
soever is frankly neither here nor there 
for most mainstream academics. 


Why do you think that Blair is so 
subservient to Bush? 

Partly it’s the basic strategic calculation 
that the US is Britain’s main ally, because 
the alliance with the world’s most power- 
ful state gives British elites more clout— 
political and economic. 

The other reason is even more fright- 
ening. It’s that they believe it themselves. 
The British elites believe the same things 
as the US. Nothing infuriates me more 
than the cosy liberal view in this country 
that we don’t have blood on our hands 


like the US does. 

This is the view in liberal circles and 
even some left circles—that the US is 
always the bad guy and we are always 
more liberal and more humanitarian. 

The truth is in some areas of policy 
we’ve gone beyond even the US. Trade 
liberalisation is an example where Britain 
is probably even more committed to that 
agenda than the US. 


Your book shows a continuity 
between British foreign policy now 
and its bloody interventions in the 
past. 

Usually the assumption is made that 
British imperialism in the 1940s and 50s 
belongs to a completely different era. All 
my research shows continuity. 

The policies are very similar. Certainly 
the impact on human beings is similar— 
widespread deaths at the hands of the 
British military. The public justifications 
for what they did then and what they are 
doing now are very similar. 

If you take Kenya in the 1950s, 
around 150,000 Africans died as the 
result of British policy. The intervention 
was portrayed by British leaders of the 
time as a noble humanitarian act—we 
were fighting terrorists. 


The Mau Mau movement were de- 
scribed as terrorists, in largely the same 
way as Saddam Hussein was depicted as 
having links with Al Qaida. 

The reason for the intervention in 
Kenya, and also in Malaya and British 
Guyana, was fundamentally economic. 

It was land in Kenya, preserving 
white control of the land, protecting 
rubber and tin interests in the Malayan 
war, and protecting bauxite and sugar in- 
terests in the case of intervention in 
British Guyana. Now it’s oil. 

It’s a different commodity each time, 
but the goal is the same. 

Political and strategic interests are 
there as well. One of the clear reasons that 
British elites gave for their interventions 
around the world in the 1950s and 60s was 
what they then called “prestige”. Now it’s 
called “demonstrating our power”. 

US leaders were clear about that in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. It was shock and 
awe—we are demonstrating how power- 
ful we really are. And it’s a message to 
other leaders—if you step out of line and 
disobey the orders from Washington, you 
are going to get pummelled. 

British leaders said the same thing in 
the 40s and 50s—in order to uphold 
British prestige and discourage other 
people from challenging British power we 
will have to resort to military intervention. 
Some of the language may have changed, 
but the arguments are very similar. 


What do you think people in the 
anti-war movement should do? 
Although the war was not stopped, 
people should take encouragement from 
the fact that they were successful in many 
ways. For a start two million people is an 
unprecedented public mobilisation. And 
it raised the costs to the British govern- 
ment of going to war. 

If more MPs had followed their con- 
stituents, more MPs would have voted 
against Blair and then Blair would have 
been vulnerable. 

The mobilisations sent a signal to 
future governments that they can’t simply 
do what they like and the public will be 
quiescent. 

They know that the public is con- 
cerned about pummelling foreign coun- 
tries, and they are going to have major 
costs to bear. 

This explains why now you have an 
unprecedented state propaganda cam- 
paign taking place, I call it psychological 
warfare against the public. Elites know 
they have to resort to that. They know the 
public is a threat to their policy making. 

I’ve given recent talks to stop the war 
groups across the country. There’s a lot of 
interest in continuing that sort of mobili- 
sation. People want to keep it going and to 
maybe look more broadly at other issues. 

Iraq has served to politicise people, 
which is important in itself, and hopefully 
it might serve to politicise a whole new 
generation of people in the way that 
Nicaragua or apartheid did in the 80s. 

The biggest challenge facing all left 
groups is to find a common platform that 
is genuinely radical, and that doesn’t get 
co-opted by the more mainstream agenda 
of the more liberal NGOs, that keeps 
away from them. 

We need to unite anti-war groups, the 
more radical environment groups, the tra- 
ditional left groups behind a new pro- 
gramme of social change. 

The anti-globalisation movement is 
an international version of that, but we’re 
still searching for a really solid common 
platform. 


Web of Deceit: Britain’s Real Role in the 
World is available from Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop, at £7.99 plus 
postage. Phone 020 7637 1848 or go to 
www.bookmarks.uk.com 


end the occupation of iraq 


people's assembly 


Saturday 30 August, 10.30am-5.30pm 
Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Road, London 


Speakers include Hans von Sponeck 
former UN humanitarian coordinator for 
Iraq, John Pilger journalist, Tony Benn 
former Labour MP, Mark Curtis author 
of Web of Deceit, Louise Christian 
lawyer, Azmat Begg father of 
Guantanamo Bay prisoner 


Stop the War Coalition 
020 7053 2153/4/5/6 www.stopwar.org.uk 


A dedicated 
follower 
of fascism 


DIANA MOSLEY, who died last week, was a 
particularly unpleasant fossil. 

Fossils are relics of living things that tell us 
something about the past. Sometimes what they 
tell us is so deeply upsetting to the conventional 
wisdom that people make great efforts to hide it. 

Acres of type were devoted to her life last 
week. She was, Andrew Roberts told readers 
of the Daily Telegraph, “funny, charming, intel- 
ligent, glamorous”. 

Of course, there was mention of her admi- 
ration for Adolf Hitler and her marriage to 
Britain’s would-be fuhrer Oswald Mosley in top 
Nazi Goebbels’ house with Hitler as a witness. 

This keenness on fascism was treated as 
an eccentric oddity from 70 years ago. 

No one said it did not seem such an oddity at 
the time. That would be to admit that briefly in 1933 
and 1934 wide sections of Britain’s ruling class 
thrilled to the idea of imitating Hitler’s methods. 

Diana Mosley was a typical product of that 
class, brought up in the country house of her 
father, Lord Redesdale. 

Her first marriage was into one of the wealth- 
iest families in Britain, the Guinnesses, and she 
could look forward to a life of luxury cruises, 
shooting parties and endless self indulgence. 

But the great world economic crisis of the 
early 1930s threatened the wealth that sus- 
tained such parasitism. Unemployed riots 
reawakened the old panic about workers, and 
even servants, no longer knowing their place. 

It was then her noxious sister, Unity, got 
gooey-eyed over Adolf Hitler for showing how 
to create a murderous movement capable of im- 
posing discipline on the lower orders. 

Diana was soon as infatuated with Oswald 
Mosley, a baronet and son-in-law of a former 
viceroy of India. 


Movement blocked 

He had swept through the Tory and Labour par- 
ties before setting out to build a fascist party of 
his own. It was the height of fashion in the early 
months of 1934 for the upper crust to attend his 
rallies where thousands of uniformed followers 
gave the Nazi salute. 

Lord Rothermere’s Daily Mail proclaimed 
“Hurrah For The Blackshirts”. Among the secret 
sympathisers was the man who was soon to 
become King Edward VIII. This was the at- 
mosphere as Diana divorced her husband to 
marry Mosley. They believed they were des- 
tined for immediate glory. 

It was not to be. British capitalism, still bol- 
stered up by a huge empire, began to recover 
from the economic crisis. 

The upper class fad with British fascism 
faded as profits rose. The huge anti-fascist 
demonstration in Cable Street in 1936 blocked 
the Mosleyite attempt to stir up anti-Jewish feel- 
ing in London’s East End. 

Diana’s cousin Winston Churchill had once 
admired Hitler’s way of dealing with the left in 
Germany. But by 1940 he led the section of the 
ruling class who saw German power as a threat 
to the British Empire. 

Fearing the Mosleys might aid a German in- 
vasion, he shoved them both in prison. He never 
forgot they came from his own class. They were 
allowed to live together in a house in the prison 
grounds, with other prisoners acting as do- 
mestic servants. 

Oswald Mosley made repeated attempts to 
build a new political career in the post-war years 
by unleashing racist agitation. 

But so long as the ruling class could control 
the workers’ movement by other means, they 
did not need him. They preferred to cultivate the 
lie that fascist methods were foreign to their 
political culture. 

He died in self imposed exile in France in 
1980. His wife lived on, an embarrassing re- 
minder to the upper classes that many of them 
had once looked to the fascist options. It is a pity 
that hell does not exist for her to rot in. 

CHRIS HARMAN 
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REVIEWS 


A new book and TV series show that domestic servitude is rising 
and the wealthy have not changed their attitude 


RICH ARE STIL 
THE MASTERS 


Masters and Servants, two families 

take turns at being the masters and 
then the servants. 

In the first programme the posh 
Cheryl Allen Stevens and her husband 
showed themselves to be arrogant, 
disdainful and willing to humiliate 
those they thought beneath them. 

They were in their element ordering 
around the working class Nutley 
family—enforcing petty rules, making 
them work from dawn to one in the 
morning and treating them with barely 
concealed contempt. 

Snooty Cheryl even accused the 
Nutleys of being smelly. She couldn’t 
take it when the roles were reversed. 
She refused to clean properly and 
walked out after just three days. 

Working class Mandy was reduced 
to fuming, “The rich get everything, 
while the poor get trodden on.” It was 
cheap and nasty TV, but it showed that 
the class divide was alive and well. 

It’s called “reality” TV, but it 
seems that the whole premise of the 
series is that the world of masters and 
servants is precisely “unreal”. 

But domestic service is certainly not 
just a thing of the past. One of the “tri- 
umphs” of Thatcherism, and a trend 
that continues under New Labour, was 
the return of domestic servants. 

Spending on domestic service dou- 
bled between 1990 and 2000. More 
than two million people in Britain work 
in domestic service. That’s not includ- 
ing those employed casually as part 
time cleaners, gardeners and so on. 

In increasing numbers the rich are 
employing working class women 
and men to do their dirty work, care 
for their children and service their 
every whim. 

This trend is described in the new 


I: THE new “reality” TV series 


Over two million domestic servants worked at the beg 


book Global Woman, edited by Bar- 
bara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell 
Hochschild. 

It describes the increasing trend for 
the US wealthy to employ poor mi- 
grant women from developing coun- 
tries as servants. 

There are some heart-rending sto- 
ries in the book of the lives of women 
forced to leave their own children to 
care for the children of the rich. 

Domestic worker Rosemarie 
Samaniego says, “When the girl that I 
take care of calls her mother ‘mama’ 
my heart jumps all the time because 
my children also call me ‘mama’. 

“T feel the gap caused by our phys- 
ical separation especially in the morn- 
ing when I pack lunch, because that’s 
what I used to do for them. 

“Some days I just start crying while 
I am sweeping the floor because I am 
thinking of my children. If I had wings, 
I would fly home to my children. Just 
for a moment to see my children.” 

Many domestic workers in the US 
are now hired by big firms such as 
Merry Maids and Maids International. 


HDI ne : ee 
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Barbara Ehrenreich describes her 
experience working for such a corpo- 
rate cleaning firm. Workers did eight 
backbreaking hours—cleaning, vacu- 
uming, scrubbing the floor—with 
only a ten-minute break. 

“When entering each room, you 
proceed from left to right and top to 
bottom, and the same with each sur- 
face—tleft to right, top to bottom. 

“Deviations are subject to rebuke, 
as I discovered when a team leader 
caught me moving my arm from right 
to left, then left to right, while wiping 
Windex over a french door.” 

In one chapter Bridget Anderson 
describes just how the well-heeled 
employers treat the women who slave 
for them: 

“Their work can be singularly de- 
grading: cleaning cats’ anuses, flush- 
ing employers’ toilets, scrubbing the 
floor with a toothbrush three times a 
day, or standing by the door in the 
same position for hours at a time.” 

Global Woman mainly looks at the 
experience of the US. The experience 
for migrant domestic workers in 


Slaves prove 


Property 
Valerie Martin 
Abacus, £9.99 


VALERIE MARTIN’S novel 
Property tells the story ofa 
slave revolt on a sugar 
plantation in the US Deep 
South. Manon, the planter’s 
wife, narrates it. 

Manon misses the 
excitement and culture of New 
Orleans, where she was 
brought up. More than 
anything she wants to be free 
of her boorish husband. 

She is appalled by his 
violence and sadistic cruelty 


they’re no one’s property 


and contrasts him with her 
father, who had a paternalistic 
attitude to his slaves. In the 
background there are rumours 
of slave rebellion. 

One of the many 
achievements of Valerie 
Martin’s novel is to create such 
a strong character in Manon’s 
slave, Sarah. The awfulness of 
Sarah’s story puts Manon’s 
troubles into perspective. 

The tension between Manon 
and Sarah builds as the revolt 
approaches. Valerie Martin 
creates a vivid picture of 
plantation life that is unpleasant 
and deeply unglamorous. It 


really couldn’t 
be much further 
from the world of 
Gone with the 
Wind. 
Shemanages_ |. 
to use the story of | 
asmallrevolton | 
one plantation to 
createapicture 
of the whole of slave society, and 
investigate the motivations of 
oppressed and oppressor. 
Property is brilliantly written. It 
is short and pacy and deservedly 
won this year’s Orange Prize for 
Women’s Fiction. 
ANDREW BAISLEY 


inning of the 20th century—th 


same number as today 


Britain is just as bad. 

A survey by British support group 
Kalayaan found that 54 percent of do- 
mestic workers were locked in, 55 
percent did not have their own beds 
and 38 percent were not fed regularly. 

The majority of those who serve the 
needs of rich families in Britain are not 
from Third World countries, but are 
working class women from Britain. 

As the first episode of Masters and 
Servants showed, the wealthy in 
Britain have contempt for all working 
class people and those they think are 
“beneath” them. 

HAZEL CROFT 


Four to catch this week 


COPENHAGEN 

Saturday, 9.35pm, BBC4 

Based on Michael Frayn’s brilliant 
play about a meeting between two 
top physicists during the Second 
World War. Explores issues of 
science, society, nationalism and 
morality. 


GANDHI 

Sunday, 5pm, BBC2 

The very watchable epic film about 
the leader of the struggle for Indian 
independence, Gandhi. 


LIVE FOREVER 

Monday, 10.35pm, BBC2 
Documentary telling the story of 
Britpop. It promises to examine 
the social and cultural roots and 
impact of Britpop as well as 
featuring Oasis, Blur, Pulp and 
many others. 


THE TRIALS OF HENRY 
KISSINGER 

Tuesday, 11.20pm, BBC2 

This damns the warmonger Henry 
Kissinger—unfortunately one of 
the people doing the damning is the 
born-again warmonger Christopher 
Hitchens. 


Compiled by Hazel Croft 
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meetings, forums and events | tel: 020 7538 5821 


IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


e-mail: forums@swp.org.uk 


Big ideas in informal 
settings 


Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Barnsley Central Library, 
Shambles St. 

With Chris Bambery. 

BATH 
The politics of George Orwell 
Sun 24 Aug, 4pm, 

Percy Community Centre, 

New King St. 

BEDFORD 
Has racism always existed? 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Fleur-de-Lys, Mill St. 

BIRMINGHAM BILLESLEY 
Life after capitalism: what 
kind of world can we have? 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Warstock Community Centre, 

Daisyfarm Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
GM: Frankenstein foods or 
feeding the world? 

Tue 2 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Open University Centre, 

Harbourne High St. 

BIRMINGHAM SMALL HEATH 
Coca-Cola’s Latin empire 
Wed 27 Aug, 7pm, 
lounge, Small Heath Youth and 
Community Centre, Muntz St. 

BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 
Iran: Bush’s next target? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7pm, 

Monsoon Restaurant, 
Ladypool Rd, 

Balsall Heath. 

BLACKBURN 
Revolution: is it possible? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Bangor Street Community Centre. 

BOLTON 
Why does sexism sell? 

Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Albert Room, 
Town Hall. 

BOURNEMOUTH 
What would a socialist society 
look like? 

Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Bournemouth Centre for 
Community Arts, 

Havilland Rd, Boscombe. 


BARNSLEY 
Does social change need to be 
violent? 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 


capitalism. A new society can 


constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 


production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
or reformed as the established 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 


The structures of the present 


army, police and judiciary cannot be 


BURNLEY 
Revolution: is it possible? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle, St James St. 
BRIGHTON 
John Coltrane: 
jazz, racism and resistance 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place 
(next to Free Butt). 
With Martin Smith. 
BRISTOL EASTON 
What is the future for Africa? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Maitreya, St Mark’s Rd. 
BRISTOL MONTPELIER 
Is resistance possible 
in the US? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7pm, 
Bristolian Cafe, Picton St. 
CANTERBURY 
Does social change have to be 
violent? 
Thu 28 Aug, 5.30pm, 
Pascucci’s Cafe, High St. 
CARDIFF 
Palestine: roots of the conflict 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Oddfellows Institute, 
19 Newport Rd. 
With Huw Puadner. 
COLCHESTER 
Why do we have a 
revolutionary paper? 
Mon 1 Sep, 8pm, 
RAD Hall, Southway. 
COVENTRY 
Iran: between the US and the 
ayatollahs 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Methodist Central Hall, 
city centre. 
CRAWLEY 
If Gordon Brown is the answer, 
are we asking the wrong 
question? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Three Bridges Community Centre, 
Gales Place. 
DARLINGTON 
What would socialism look 
like? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7pm, 
Larchfield Centre, Larchfield St. 
DONCASTER 
What would a socialist society 
look like? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7pm, 
Doncaster Women’s Centre, 
Cleveland St. 
With James Heath. 


ECCLES 
Is there such a thing as an 
underclass? 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Eccles Library. 
FAVERSHAM 
Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Anchor, Abbey St. 
GATESHEAD 
Can we reclaim the state? 
Tue 26 Aug, 7pm, 
Trinity Centre, High St. 
HUDDERSFIELD 
What would a socialist society 
look like? 
Thu 4 Sep, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, Church St. 
With Mike Killian. 
LEEDS ARMLEY 
Can the working class change 
the world? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Interplay Theatre, 
Armley Ridge Rd. 
LEEDS BEESTON 
Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Tunstall Road Community Centre. 
LEEDS HAREHILLS 
Asylum seekers: why we say 
they’re welcome here 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Pakistani Centre, 
Conway Rd (behind Harehills 
mosque). 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 
The politics of disability 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Le Cafetiere, 
Hyde Park Corner. 
LEICESTER 
Blair vs Brown: 
is this the best we can get? 
Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 
With Kim Harrison. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 
What kind of city of culture do 
we want? 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.15pm, 
Wicked Foods, 
Upper Parliament St. 
LUTON 
If Tony Blair goes, is Gordon 
Brown the only alternative? 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Hightown Recreation Centre, 
Old Bedford. 


_ INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 

i We oppose everything which turns 

_ workers from one country against those 

_ from other countries. 

We oppose racism and imperialism. We 

oppose all immigration controls. We 
support the right of black people and other 


only be 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


patched up 
Labour and 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


parliament, 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


Fill in this form and send it to 
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 


TU/college/school 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


_ reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


Join the socialists 


Phone 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


jp a a a a a a ere ed 


MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Saffron Restaurant, 
Cheetham Hill Rd. 

MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
The Jewish socialist tradition 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Chorlton Library. 

MANCHESTER HULME 
Lenin and the Russian 
Revolution 
Wed 3 Sep, 7pm, 

Claremont Centre, Rolls Crescent 
(behind Junction). 

With Dave Hayes. 

MANCHESTER LEVENSHULME 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Sultan Cafe, Stockport Rd. 

MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Karl Marx: 
the first anti-capitalist? 
Wed 3 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Withington Library, 

Wilmslow Rd. 

MARGATE 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Help Centre, 42 Hawley Sq. 

MIDDLESBROUGH 
Can we reclaim the state? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7pm, 

St Mary's Centre, 
Corporation Rd. 

MILTON KEYNES 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
meeting room, 402 North Rd. 

NEWCASTLE GOSFORTH 
Can we reclaim the state? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Newcastle Employees Club, 
Jesmond Rd West. 

NEWCASTLE HEATON 
The body for sale: 
why sexism sells 
Wed 27 Aug, 7pm, 

Trewhitt Road Community Centre. 

NORTHAMPTON 
Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? 

Thu 28 Aug, 6.45pm, 
Cafe Msaada, Kettering Rd. 

With Chris Bambery. 

NORWICH 
Is US imperialism 
unstoppable? 

Thu 28 Aug, 7pm, 
Owen’s Cafe Bar, 
Farmer's Ave. 

NOTTINGHAM CITY CENTRE 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Thu 28 Aug, 7pm, 

Seminar Room, Broadway 
Cinema, Broad St. 

NOTTINGHAM MEADOWS 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Thu 4 Sep, 7pm, 

Queen’s Walk, Meadows. 

OXFORD 
Anti-capitalism: 
from Seattle to Cancun 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Mitre, High St. 

PLYMOUTH 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 


PONTEFRACT 
Can the working class change 
the world? 

Sun 31 Aug, 5pm, 

Squash Club, Stuart Rd. 
PORTSMOUTH 
Che Guevara: 

more than just a T-shirt? 
Sun 24 Aug, 7pm, 

Bar Metro, 115 Albert Rd, 
Southsea. 

PRESTON FRENCHWOOD 
Revolution, resistance and the 
Middle East 
Tue 26 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Unity Centre, Shepherds St 
(off Church Rd). 

READING 
The 60th anniversary of the 
Warsaw Ghetto uprising 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 

RISC, London St. 

ST ALBANS 

Does social change have to be 
violent? 

Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall, Victoria St. 
With Sean Vernell. 

SHEFFIELD HEELEY 

Life after capitalism: what sort 
of world do we want? 

Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Hartley Street Project 

(nr Shakespeare). 

SHEFFIELD HUNTER’S BAR 
Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Trinity United Reform Church, 
Ecclesall Rd. 

SHEFFIELD SHARROW 

Is racism getting worse? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Highfield Library, London Rd. 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY CENTRE 
Can Lula and Chavez deliver 
for South America? 
Thu 28 Aug, 8pm, 
Cook House, St Mary’s St. 
SUTTON COLDFIELD 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Sutton Coldfield College, 
Lichfield Rd. 

WALSALL 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Palfrey Community Centre, 
Milton St. 

WATFORD 
Advertising the body: 
how sexism sells 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 

New Trade Union Hall, 
Woodford Rd (opp Junction). 
With Moira Nolan. 

YORK 
GM and global agribusiness 
Wed 27 Aug, 8pm, 

Priory Street Centre. 


BRENT 
Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Flamingo, 
293 Cricklewood Broadway. 
With Chris Harman. 
BRICK LANE 
What is Marxism? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 


BRIXTON 
Malcolm X 
Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dogstar, Coldharbour Lane. 
BROMLEY 
Does the movement need 
political parties? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7pm, United Reform 
Church, Widmore Rd. 
CAMBERWELL & WALWORTH 
Is the Russian Revolution still 
relevant today? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Redstar, 319 Camberwell Rd. 
With Megan Trudell. 
CLAPHAM & STOCKWELL 
Blair or Brown: 
is there an alternative? 
Tue 2 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Stockwell Resource Centre, 
Studley Rd (Stockwell €). 
CLAPTON 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Thu 28 Aug, 6.30pm, Gulluoglu 
Bakery, 63 Lower Clapton Rd. 
CROUCH END 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Wed 3 Sep, 8pm, 
Hornsey Vale Community Centre, 
Mayfield Rd (off Weston Park). 
CROYDON 
Is there such a thing as good 
capitalism? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Spice Cafe, Surrey St. 
DALSTON 
Can the left retake Labour? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Halkevi Community Centre, 
Stoke Newington Rd. 
EALING 
The Black Panthers 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, Friends 
Meeting House, Woodville Rd. 
ENFIELD 
Which way now for the anti- 
capitalist movement? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Edmonton Green Leisure Centre, 
Plevna Rd. 
With Sue Jones. 
GREEN LANES 
Global warming: will big 
business destroy the planet? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Mirage, 
Turnpike Lane. 
HIGHBURY 
Britain’s hidden history of 
revolution 
Thu 4 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Stringray Cafe, Highbury Barn, 
Highbury Grove. 
HOUNSLOW 
Can Palestine be free? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Hounslow Community Centre, 
Montague Rd. 
ILFORD 
Is human nature the cause of 
war and greed? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Noir, York Rd. 
KENTISH TOWN 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Thu 4 Sep, 7pm, 
Mediterranean Cafe, 
Kentish Town Rd (opp job centre). 
LADBROKE GROVE 
45 years after the Notting Hill 
Riot: what’s changed? 


LEWISHAM 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Wed 27 Aug, 7pm, 

Hunkarim Restaurant 

(cnr Lee High Rd/Marischal Rd). 
LEYTONSTONE 

Imperialism: is it the armed 
wing of globalisation? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Quaker’s House, Bush Rd. 

With Dave Wolstenholme. 
LONDON FIELDS 

Is Iraq the new Vietnam? 
Thu 28 Aug, 7pm, 

Pasta Casa, 

Broadway Market. 

MUSWELL HILL 
Advertising the body: 
why sexism sells 
Thu 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Muswell Hill Centre, 
The Broadway (behind Marks and 
Spencer). 

NEW CROSS 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century 
Tue 26 Aug, 7pm, 

Moonbow Jake’s, 

275 New Cross Rd 

(nr New Cross Gate €). 
PECKHAM 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 
Wed 3 Sep, 7pm, 

Peckham Library. 

POPLAR 
The media: 
weapons of mass distraction 
Wed 27 Aug, 7pm, 

Island House, Castalia Sq 

(off Manchester Rd). 

SEVEN SISTERS 
How capitalism 
underdeveloped Africa 
Wed 27 Aug, 8pm, 

Duygu Cafe, 105 West Green Rd, 
Tottenham. 

STREATHAM 
Is society deteriorating? 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Boogalu’s, Sunnyhill Rd 
(off Streatham High St). 

SWISS COTTAGE 
The British Empire: what they 
never taught you at school 
Wed 27 Aug, 7pm, 
Swiss Cottage Community Centre 
(off Winchester Rd). 

With Simon Joyce. 

TOOTING 
Iraq’s hidden history of 
resistance 
Wed 3 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Colliers Wood Community Centre. 
VICTORIA 
Is human nature the cause of 
greed and war? 
Tue 26 Aug, 6.30pm, 

King’s Arms, 
77 Buckingham Palace Rd 
(nr Victoria =). 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Does social change have to be 
violent? 
Thu 28 Aug, 8pm, 

Le Petit Cafe, 106 Hoe St 
(nr Rose and Crown). 

With Suzanne Jeffery. 
WOOLWICH 
Cuba: the last socialist 
society? 
Wed 27 Aug, 7pm, 

Friends Cafe, Barnard Close 


Mon 1 Sep, 7.30pm, upstairs, Coffee@Brick Lane, Tue 26 Aug, 7.30pm, (off Powis St). 
Voodoo Lounge, Mayflower St. 154 Brick Lane. Tabernacle, Powis Sq. With Peter Robinson. 

07939 951 376 07739 712 432 
Anti Nazi League Barnsley Exeter Plymouth 
www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07939 558 115 07803 620 390 
020 7924 0333 Birmingham Hackney Portsmouth 


Globalise Resistance 
www-.resist.org.uk 
020 7053 2071 


07968 551 870 


07788 770 741 


07801 290 411 


Black Country 
07748 653 627 


Haringey & Enfield 
07736 064 045 


Scotland (SW Platform) 
07971 583 934 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties Sheffield 
www.stopwer.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07739 153 472 
020 7053 2153/4/5/6 Brighton Huddersfield South East London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07986 688 842 07951 737 003 
www.socialistalliance.net Bristol Kent South London 

020 7609 2999 07766 258 329 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire East Southampton 
www.defendcouncilhousing. 07950 142 464 07968 952 180 07958 311 922 
org.uk Camden & Islington Lancashire West Swansea 

020 7987 9989 07984 674 582 07739 372 844 07759 901 392 


Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 


Cardiff 
07903 918 236 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07761 853 925 


www.defend-asylum.org Central London Leicester Tyneside 

07941 566 183 07957 316 094 07791 102 291 07947 180 994 
Spark Chesterfield Manchester Waltham Forest 
www.onesolution.org.uk 07881 558 590 07946 413 763 07796 697 271 
07887 967 585 Coventry Merseyside West London 
Scottish Socialist Party 07712 047 873 07952 410 718 07742 002 111 
www.scottishsocialistparty.org | East Anglia Norwich York 


0141 221 7714 


07734 903 378 


07734 903 378 


07961 317 117 


WORLD NEWS 


The power of profit 
switches lights off 


Police water-cannoned strikers 


CHILE 


Picture: PA Photos/EPA 


Repression won't cool down strikers 


CHILE SAW its biggest 
national strike last week since 
protests against the military 
dictatorship in the 1980s. 

The one-day strike came 
only weeks before the 11 
September 30th anniversary of 
the coup which saw General 
Pinochet topple the elected 
government. 

Some 640,000 workers in 
the main CUT union federation 
joined last week’s strike. It 
won support from students, the 
unemployed and shanty town 
and slum dwellers around 
major cities. 

The last nationwide 


stoppage was in 1986 against 
the dictatorship. Last week’s 
strike marks the end of 13 
years of social peace between 
post-Pinochet governments and 
unions since democracy was 
restored. 

The Chilean government is 
a coalition headed by the 
country’s president, the 
Socialist Party’s Ricardo 
Lagos. Lagos attacked the 
strike, but his Socialist Party 
officially supported it. 

Workers’ anger is rooted in 
the failure of Chile’s supposedly 
growing economy to deliver 
anything for ordinary people. 


“Our salaries are very low. 
The minimum wage is 115,000 
pesos (£101) a month,” said 
one protester, Eduardo 
Alarcon. “For that we have to 
work 48 hours a week.” 

Maria Guzman said, “We 
had lots of hope for this 
socialist government. But they 
have only worked with the 
right and the businessmen and 
not with us, the poor.” 

Riot police attacked a 
strikers’ march in the capital, 
Santiago. Dozens of protesters 
were arrested, and reports say 
they will be charged under 
“anti-terror” laws. 


EGYPT 


Activists need our 
support 


AFTER 111 days in detention, 
ten of them on hunger strike, 
Egyptian anti-war activist 
Ashraf Ibrahim was finally 
charged on7 August. 

Alongside four other 
activists—Nasser Farougq, 
Yehia Fakry, Mustafa El 
Basiony and Remoan Edward 
Gendi—he stands accused of 
forming an illegal left wing 
organisation. 

The prosecution 


represents a worrying new 
development for anti-war 
activists in Egypt. Like tens 
of thousands of others, 
Ashraf took part in the 
massive anti-war 
demonstrations of 20 and 21 
March in Cairo. 

When they arrested him on 
19 April, state security officers 
seized video footage of those 
protests, which ended in 
brutal repression and mass 
arrests. 

The five activists are also 
accused of “damaging the 
prestige and status of the 
state” by contacting 
international human rights 


organisations. 

Ashraf and his co- 
defendants are the only anti- 
war activists charged with 
serious offences. Under 
Egypt’s emergency laws they 
could face years in prison if 
convicted. 

The activists’ defence 
campaign believes that the 
case is politically motivated. A 
statement signed by 21 civil 
society groups says that the 
prosecutors aim “to senda 
threatening message to 
political activists and groups 
in Egypt”. 

Egyptian activists need the 
support of our movement. 
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fifty million people were affected by power cuts in 
North America last week. What was the cause? 


MILLIONS OF people across the 
US last week glimpsed a small 
part of what their government and 
military have inflicted on people 
in Baghdad. 

From New York to Detroit and 
Cleveland, and across the border 
to Toronto and Ottawa in Canada, 
the lights went out and the power 
died. 

It was the biggest electrical 
power failure ever, affecting 50 
million people in all. Transport 
systems, workplaces, TV, lights 
and much else taken for granted in 
modern industrial society suddenly 
ceased to function. 

For days afterwards, even as the 
power came back, no one knew 
what the precise trigger of the fail- 
ure was. 

What is clear is that its roots 
lay in the logic of the market 
which we are constantly told is 
the only way to run every aspect 
of society. 

No one who knew about the US 
electricity system was surprised at 
what happened. 

“For energy industry experts 
the failure was anything but un- 
expected,” the Financial Times 
business paper said. 

“Since the end of the past 
decade, academics, executives 
and regulators have been issuing 
increasingly shrill warnings that 
investment in transmission lines 
had not been keeping pace with 
the growth in demand. 

“The North American Electric 
Reliability Council, which moni- 
tors the transmission grid, warned 
two months ago that the system 
required billions of dollars of in- 
vestment to be brought up to 
scratch.” 

That lack of investment means 
ageing equipment. 

It means transmission lines 
with restricted capacity to carry 
electricity, so even when power is 
available in some areas it cannot 
be transmitted to where it is 
needed. 

The clapped-out network simply 
couldn’t cope when faced with a 
series of problems last week, and 
crashed completely. 

None of this was supposed to 
happen. 

After the east coast of the US 
suffered previous major power 


Protesting in Cairo 


cuts in 1965 and 1977 politicians 
promised action. 

But in the 1980s and 1990s US 
politicians and their big business 
friends decided to unleash the un- 
tramelled forces of profit-chasing 
and the market on the US electricity 
industry. 

The result has been savage com- 
petition between rival suppliers. 

The BBC last week reported, 
accurately, that in the US, “Elec- 
tricity firms have not been invest- 
ing in building new lines. 

“That has meant many of the 
electricity lines are running very 
close to their limits. 

“Several high voltage trans- 
mission lines are already regularly 
jammed up, especially in the New 
York area. 

“The government used to take 
responsibility for ensuring that 
each area had enough spare ca- 
pacity to act as a safeguard in 
times of difficulty. But since the 
deregulation of the industry in the 
1980s the rules have been much 
less strict. 

“The increased competition 
amongst power suppliers has cut 
profit margins, making the firms re- 
luctant to make new investments.” 

Investment in the US electricity 
grid over the last decade has only 
added up to the same amount as 
has been invested in the British 
grid—which is some 15 times 


smaller! 

All the firms focused on simply 
squeezing the maximum profit for 
the minimum investment, and 
boosting share prices and fat cat 
payouts in the process. 

None gave a damn for the over- 
all state of the system. 

Some of the electricity trading 
firms went into wild speculative 
gambles. 

Power trading company Enron, 
with a little help from its friends 
like George W Bush, became the 
world’s biggest company—until 
its systematic lying turned it into 
the world’s biggest bankruptcy. 

Enron was at the centre of the 
market-driven frenzy in electricity 
prices which plunged California 
into blackouts two years ago. 

After that there were calls for in- 
vestment in the electricity system 
across the US, but Bush opposed 
that and it never happened. 

The Enron collapse also slashed 
share prices in other electricity and 
power companies across the US, 
and then wider recession in the 
economy did the same. 

That saw the companies cut 
back even further on any long term 
investments, only caring about 
maintaining maximum current 
profits. 

That set up the conditions for a 
catastrophic collapse of exactly the 
kind that happened last week. 


It could happen here 


AT THE centre of the US 
power crisis is the company 
which runs most of Britain’s 
electricity, and gas, grids. 

National Grid took over the 
grid when Margaret 
Thatcher’s Tory government’s 
pioneered privatisation and 
deregulation of the electricity 
industry. 

US politicians hailed 
Thatcher when they then 
applied the same market 
medicine to the electricity 
system there. 

National Grid has grown to 
be a giant global energy 
company. It took over the 
Transco gas company and with 
it the British gas grid. 

It owns the biggest part of the 


What you can do: 
@Write, e-mail or phone the 
Egyptian president Hosni 
Mubarak, the Public 
Prosecutor and the Egyptian 
Ambassador. 

@Write to your MP and ask 
him or her why the British 
governmentis still backing a 
regime which denies its 
citizens their basic 
democratic rights. 

@Send messages of support 
from your trade union branch 
or community group to 
office @ stopwar.org.uk and 
they will forward them to 
Ashraf Ibrahim’s defence 
campaign. 


electricity distribution network 
in the New York and New 
England region at the centre of 
last week’s power collapse. 

National Grid Transco made 
£2.2 billion profit last year. 
When it took over the New 
York state based Niagra 
Mohawk grid company in 2000 
it pledged to slash $90 million 
from “cost’’. 

It cut electricity rates for 
corporate customers, and 
pushed rates up for residential 
and small business customers. 
That boosted profits, but did 
nothing to boost investment in 
the ageing network. 

These people are in charge 
of keeping the power running 
in your home. 


Write to: 

@His Excellency Mohammad 
Hosni Mubarak, President of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt, 
*Abedine Palace, Cairo, Egypt. 
webmaster @ presidency.gov. 


eg 

@Counsellor Maher ’Abd al- 
Wahid, Public Prosecutor, 
Dar al-Qadha al-’Ali, Ramses 
Street, Cairo, Egypt. 

@His Excellency Mr Adel El 
Gazzar, Embassy of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, 26 South 
Street London W1Y 6DD. 

For more information contact the 
Stop the War Coalition. Phone 
020 7053 2153/4/5/6 or go to 
www. stopwar.org.uk 
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ALL REPORTS MUST BE IN BY 12 NOON MONDAY 


Refusing to give 
up their holidays 


UNION REPS for Edinburgh’s 
350 refuse collectors were set 
to meet city council officials 
this week, in a bid to resolve a 
long-running dispute. 

In 1991 refuse collectors en- 
tered a five-year agreement to 
“sell” six of their ten days public 
holiday entitlement for just over 
£1,000 each. The agreement ran 
out in 1997 and the issue has 
never been resolved. 

Last Monday the refuse col- 
lectors announced a work to 
rule. 

If no agreement is reached, 
there could be the first strike 
action by Edinburgh refuse 
collectors since 1977. Workers 
say the mood is militant. 

PAT SMITH 


Revving up for 
another strike 


WORKERS AT Aston Martin, 
the luxury carmaker, are plan- 
ning strikes this month. Around 
450 workers struck recently 
over management attempts to 
bring in new flexible shifts. 

Management refused to ne- 
gotiate with the TGWU union. 
The first two-day strike at the 
Bloxham and Newport Pagnell 
sites was due to begin on 
Thursday. 

John Street, a regional or- 
ganiser for the TGWU, said, 
“This is the first ever strike at 
the company and that demon- 
strates the depth of anger at 
these proposals.” 


Huge majority 
back Scots strike 


NEARLY 300 council workers 
in Aberdeen were due to strike 
on Wednesday of this week. 
They are opposed to plans to in- 
troduce more flexible working 
hours. 

They are also demanding that 
pay and conditions are brought 
into line with the private sector. 

The half-day strike was 
backed by 81 percent of union 
members. 


A crude attack 
on oil workers 


WOOD GREEN energy group 
is trying to force a massive pay 
cut on 120 North Sea oil work- 
ers by paying them hourly in- 
stead of monthly. 

Rab Wilson, regional officer 
for the Amicus union, said, “It 
could mean a reduction of as 
much as £40 a day. I can see us 
taking industrial action over 
this.” 


More anger rising 
at the airports 


GROUND STAFF at Newcas- 
tle Airport were deciding at the 
beginning of this week whether 
to accept a new pay deal or go 
ahead with planned strikes. 

The strikes were due to start 
this weekend. 

More than 150 baggage 
handlers and check-in staff, 
who work for Groundstar, had 
rejected a 3 percent pay in- 
crease. They were angry that 
this was less than the 7.5 per- 
cent increase offered to work- 
ers at Stansted airport. 


Pet rescuers 
facing cruelty 


RSPCA INSPECTORS across 
Britain are balloting on indus- 
trial action in protest at job 
losses. 

The animal welfare workers 
are voting on whether to strike 
over plans to cut 230 jobs as 
part of a major cost-cutting 
programme. 

The Amicus union accused 
the RSPCA of “cruelty” to its 
staff when the cost-cutting pro- 
posals were announced in June. 


g racism and fascism 


Shock as 
srabs poll 


THE NAZI BNP won a 
council by-election in 
Heckmondwike, West 
Yorkshire, on Thurs- 
day of last week. 

They disguised their most 
racist policies and concen- 
trated on other issues, picking 
up 1,607 votes. 

Heckmondwike is a former 
mill town that has traditionally 
had a Labour councillor on 
Kirklees council. 

Although there are a few 
run-down estates, it is a rea- 
sonably affluent area. 

About 10 percent of the 
population are second or third 
generation Pakistanis whose 
families were brought to the 
area as textile workers in the 
1950s. 

Local residents were 
shocked by the result. Sharon, 
who has lived in Heckmond- 
wike for most of her life, said, 
“This is a multiracial town. I 
live in a very mixed area. 

“When I heard the result I 
was extremely disappointed. I 
thought the anti-racist leaflets 
were working. My daughter 
just put her head in her hands 
and said, ‘Oh no.’ She is only 
ten.” 

A number of factors helped 
the BNP. The by-election was 
called when local councillor 
Tim Crowther resigned from 
the Labour Party and stood as 
an independent. 


by JOSEPH 
CHOONARA 


The traditional Labour 
Party vote was split between 
Crowther and the official 
Labour candidate. 

The combined vote of the 
official Labour candidate and 
Tim Crowther was higher than 
the total Labour vote in May 
and higher than the BNP got 
this time. 


Fallen 


The BNP played on fears 
about immigration, even 
though there are only 49 
refugees in the whole of North 
Kirklees, where Heckmond- 
wike is located. 

But their campaign really 
focused on law and order. 
They worked hard to get sup- 
porters into the area, having 
few local supporters. 

Sharon said, “I got five 
leaflets from the BNP. They 
talked about ‘perverts using 
public toilets’, abolishing 
charges to pick up waste, and 
keeping the police station open 
24 hours a day.” 

The Tory vote has fallen by 
801 since the May local elec- 
tions. While the BNP posed as 
respectable politicians during 
the campaign, they showed 
their true colours on polling 
day. Sharon explains: 


“I drove to the polling sta- 
tion. A car covered with BNP 
stickers pulled up behind me 
and a man got out and tapped 
my shoulder. He asked if I was 
voting BNP. I think that there 
was a level of intimidation. 

“A lot of people, especially 
Asians, would have been 
frightened off. There were lots 
of skinheads hanging around 
on Thursday.” 

Imran, a shop steward with 
the Unison union who has 
lived in Heckmondwike all his 
life, was also shocked by the 
result. 

“People here don’t share 
their views on race,” he said. 

“They talked about putting 
money into white areas, but the 
quality of life won’t be im- 
proved by having fascists in 
power. 

“There has been a massive 
political failure in the area. Na- 
tionally people are looking for 
an alternative to Labour and 
the Tories because of the war. 
People can’t relate to Blair’s 
policies—there’s no trust left.” 

Local residents have 
launched Kirklees United 
Against Racism and Fascism 
to campaign against the BNP. 

It is backed by North 
Kirklees trades council and 
local branches of the TGWU, 
Unison and CWU unions. 

They plan a picket of the 
next council meeting on 17 
September. 


Forcing bosses climodown 


ACTION BY health workers has 
defended resources and 
stopped threats of disciplinary 
action. 

Several weeks ago staff in 
the Community Mental Health 
Team (CMHT) in south Man- 
chester were told that after a 
£5 million overspend last year 
a consultant post would be left 
vacant. 

This meant that severely 
mentally ill clients in south Man- 
chester would be denied access 
to specialist medical support 
except in an emergency. 

Staff met with their union 
reps and agreed that to main- 
tain their duty of care to their 
existing clients, they must 
refuse to take on any new 
clients. 

The next day an agreement 
was reached between unions 


and management. 

But two weeks later union 
reps received letters informing 
them that a “formal investiga- 
tion” was taking place and re- 
fusing to rule out disciplinary 
action. 

A union meeting was called 
and it was made clear that a 
huge campaign would be 
launched. By the end of the 
week the threat of disciplinary 
action had been withdrawn. 
KAREN REISSMANN 
Hi/n the latest sign of the 
NHS pay revolt, ISS 
Mediclean domestics and 
porters at North 
Manchester General and 
Booth Hall hospitals have 
put in a claim for parity with 
Bolton ISS staff who have 
recently won a pay rise 
after striking. 


Plymouth 


SUPPORT STAFF at south 
west England’s biggest hos- 
pital are in dispute and 
could be moving to strike 
action. 

Many of them are em- 
ployed by private contractor 
ISS Mediclean. 

Union officials say there 
is a staffing crisis at Derri- 
ford Hospital in Plymouth 
and patients are being put 
at risk. 

Gary Smith, GMB organ- 
iser for the south west, said 
strike action had not been 
ruled out. 

He said, “There is a mood 
of militancy, which shows 
how bad circumstances have 
become.” 


York City campaign 


Olymp! 


YORK CITY football fans dis- 
rupted Persimmon Homes’ 
show home opening in York 
last Saturday. They are angry 
with the company’s plans to 
“redevelop” the club’s stadium 
at Bootham Crescent. 

They hung banners from 
fences and flagpoles and organ- 
ised a game of football on Per- 
simmon’s manicured lawn. One 
fan said, “They want to build 
houses on our ground, so there’s 
nowt wrong with us playing 
football on theirs.” 

The protest was organised by 
the Friends of Bootham Cres- 
cent, who plan to target more 
direct action at Persimmon, 


\° which made a quarter of a bil- 


lion pounds profit last year. 
FRANK ORMSTON 
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THERE WERE protests in 
Lancashire last Saturday 
against the Red, White and 
Blue festival organised by 
the Nazi BNP. 

Ribble Valley Against 
Racism, Blackburn Anti 
Nazi League and other local 
groups protested. 

The BNP want to use 
events like the festival to le- 
gitimise their racist policies. 
The festival was larger than 


Detention centres 


THE SCOTTISH TUC is 
urging support for a demon- 
stration on 6 September 
against the Dungavel removal 
centre. 

The children of the Ay 
family were held at the centre 
for over a year before their 
recent deportation. 

Anne Owers, Her Majesty’s 


Boris must stay 


OVER 60 people came to a 
public meeting in Cam- 
bridge last week to support 
local postal worker Boris Li- 
dovski, who is threatened 
with deportation. 

Boris has lived and 
worked legally in Britain for 
six years and is settled witha 
partner whose son calls 


Tham must stay 


A PICNIC and football compe- 
tition in Lewisham, south east 
London, last Sunday organised 
by the Tham Sarki campaign 
was a tremendous success. 
The actress Maureen Lipman 
made the draw for the event. 
Tham fled Nepal in 2001 and 
since then more than 800 letters 


THE AMICUS union is plan- 
ning a protest at the Labour 
Party conference in September 
against the haemorrhaging of 
manufacturing jobs. 

The march and rally will 
take place on Monday 29 Sep- 
tember in Bournemouth, the 
same day that chancellor 
Gordon Brown will be giving 
his conference speech. 

The union has chartered a 
train and local sections are or- 
ganising coaches to bring work- 
ers to the protest. 

The union wants 2,500 
workers to march, represent- 
ing the number of manufac- 
turing jobs that will be lost 
during the week of Labour’s 
conference. 

Since Labour came to 
power in 1997 some 10,000 
manufacturing jobs have been 
lost every month. 


Campaigners outside Red, White and Blue event 


in previous years. It took 
place in the week that they 
won their 17th council seat, in 
Heckmondwike, Yorkshire. 
They are trying to build 
support for the three other 
council elections they plan to 
contest in Bradford, Stoke 
and Calderdale. 
Shamefully the police 
placed a banning order on 
anti-Nazi protesters, which 
meant that only 17 were al- 


Chief Inspector of Prisons, re- 
leased a report on the centre 
last week. 

She said children should not 
be detained for longer than 
seven days. 

On Dungavel she said, “We 
are concerned about the wel- 
fare and development of chil- 
dren within a locked-in 


Boris “Dad”’. 

Boris’s asylum applica- 
tion has recently been re- 
jected and the government 
is moving to deport him to 
Russia, where his life will be 
at risk. 

The meeting was ad- 
dressed by Billy Hayes, gen- 
eral secretary of Boris’s 


have been delivered to David 
Blunkett supporting his case. 
The next step in the cam- 
paign is the lobby of Joan Rud- 
dock MP’s surgery on Friday of 
this week. The tournament was 
won by a group of students who 
had organised school strikes 
against the war. It brought 


Saturday 30 August 

@ People’s Assembly for 
Peace, 10am to 5.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Road, central 
London. Organised by the 
Stop the War Coalition. 


Sunday 31 August 
@European Social Forum 
national public assembly, 
12 noon, Palms Suite, 
University of London union, 
Malet Street, WC1. 
@Socialist Alliance national 
day of action for the Brent 
East by-election, 11am. 
Phone 020 7609 2999 or go 
to www.socialistalliance.net 
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lowed to picket the festival at 
any one time. 

However, campaigners 
were able to hold a press con- 
ference with local anti- 
racists at the site of the 
festival and organise a stall 
in the nearby town of 
Clitheroe. 

Many local residents were 
angry that the council had 
allowed the festival to go 
ahead. 


custodial setting.” 

Close Dungavel removal 
and detention centre. 
Demonstrate 12 noon, 
Saturday 6 September, 
Dungavel Centre, 
Strathaven, South 
Lanarkshire. Buses leave 
George Square, Glasgow, 
at 11am. 


CWU union, and the leader 
of the Labour group on the 
local council among others. 
All the speakers pledged 
their support for Boris and 
criticised New Labour’s 
whole asylum system. 
DANIEL ANSELL, Boris 
Lidovski Must Stay 
Campaign, Cambridge 


together local anti-racists and 
campaigners. 

The event raised around 
£150 for Tham’s campaign. 
For more details phone Pat 
on 07906 080 291 or e-mail 
tham_sarki_campaign@hot 
mail.com 
PAT CARMODY 


@Love Music Hate Racism 
festival in Whitstable. From 
11am, Tankerton Slopes. 


6-12 September 

@DSEi European arms fair 
in London Docklands. For 
details of protests go to 
www.dsei.org 


Wednesday 10 September 
@Protest over pensions— 
mass lobby of parliament, 
1pm, Westminster Central 
Hall. Called by the National 
Pensioners’ Convention. 


Saturday 27 September 
@ National anti-war demo 
organised by the Stop the 
War Coalition, assemble 12 
noon, Hyde Park. 


Saturday 25 October 
@United Friends and 
Families national 
demonstration for justice, 
assemble 1pm, Trafalgar 
Square. 
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ALL REPORTS MUST BE IN BY 12 NOON MONDAY 


Socialist Alliance 


Hit the streets for 


Brent East election 


THE Socialist Alliance 
has called a national 
day of action in Brent, 
north west London, on 
Sunday 31 August. 

We are urging activists 
from across England to 
come into the constituency 
on that day to help cam- 
paign for our candidate in 
the forthcoming Brent East 
by-election. 

We hope that as many 
Socialist Alliance members 
and supporters will be 
coming to the People’s As- 
sembly the day before and 
will then stay over for the 
day of action on the Sunday. 

We will be starting at 
llam and running on 
through the afternoon. 

The by-election is going 
to be a very important test 


for Blair and New Labour. 
This has been in recent 
years a safe Labour seat. 

At the last election the 
Labour candidate took 
over 60 percent of the vote. 
His closest challenger, the 
Tory, took 13 percent and 
the Lib Dems were in third 
place with 10 percent. 

But this by-election is 
coming at the most difficult 
period so far for Blair since 
he became prime minister. 

New Labour therefore 
has a dilemma. It has not 
yet moved the writ to estab- 
lish the date of the election 
but by convention it cannot 
delay too long. 

The Lib Dems certainly 
smell blood. They have 
done well in recent Brent 
local elections. 


In some areas of the con- 
stituency, even though the 
election has not yet been 
called, the Lib Dems have 
put in five different leaflets 
and a colour tabloid. 


Voters 


They are resorting to their 
usual tactics of trying to say 
different things to different 
voters. The Lib Dems make 
play of their supposed op- 
position to the war on Iraq 
(which crumbled at the first 


test). 
But the main thrust of 
their attacks on New 


Labour has been from the 
right. They have attacked 
Labour on crime, despite 
Brent not having an excep- 
tional crime problem. 


Cluster bombs protest 
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bombs last Sunday. 


They marched on Downing Street to 
protest against the use of the weapons by 


CHILDREN AGAINST War held an angry 
demonstration against the use of cluster 


and Iraq. 


the US and British forces in Afghanistan 
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Cluster bombs have killed over 1,000 


Prepare for crown duel 


WORKERS AT Peckham 
Crown Post Office and Cam- 
berwell Green Crown Post Of- 
fices in south London have 
launched campaigns to stop 
their offices being privatised 
and downgraded. 

The 30 people employed in 
the two offices have over 300 
years experience serving the 
community. 

CWU union assistant sec- 
tional secretary Steve Whale 
said, ‘““We were only informed 
of the privatisation when the 
press rang our union room for 
our comments.” 

Both offices are not due to 


close until February 2004. A 
meeting of the South East 
London CWU branch will take 
place early in September to 
decide what action to take in 
response. 

CWU postal executive 
member Ian Ward said, “Not a 
week goes by without a post 
office closing, or a crown 
office being privatised, to the 
detriment of services. 

Currently there are three 
crown offices being priva- 
tised in South London with a 
loss of more than 45 jobs. 
This is money before people 
and services.” 


children in Iraq since the end of the war, 
according to UNICEF. 


WTO meeting 


THE WORLD Development 
Movement is holding a public 
meeting on Thursday 18 Sep- 
tember to discuss the out- 
come of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) meeting 
which will take place from 10 
to 14 September in Cancun, 
Mexico. 

Speakers include George 
Monbiot, Professor Yash 
Tandon (African delegate to 
the WTO), Carmen Diaz and 
Barry Coates. 

It takes place at 7.30pm in 
Friends Meeting House, 173 
Euston Road, London. 

The event is free but book- 
ing is necessary. Call freep- 
hone 0800 328 2153 or book 
online at www.wdm.org.uk 


Some on the left in the 
local Labour Party have 
tried to establish the Labour 
candidate, MEP Robert 
Evans, as opposed to the 
Blair agenda in the party. 

But he was shortlisted in 
a process which ensured 
that anyone not entirely 
acceptable to Blair was 
weeded out. 

The war has not featured 
in Labour literature. 

Instead Evans has pro- 
duced a leaflet saying he 
has set up a freephone “‘anti- 
yob” hotline. 

If Brent East is a severe 
test for Blair, it is also a very 
significant test for the So- 
cialist Alliance. The Al- 
liance is standing a very 
credible local candidate, 
Brian Butterworth, follow- 
ing the successful 90-strong 
convention of the left in 
Brent. 

Brian is chair of Brent 
Stop the War Coalition and 
secretary of the biggest 
trade union in Brent, Brent 
Unison. He has lived and 
campaigned in Brent for the 
last 20 years. 

The challenge for us is 
to establish credibility and 
a profile for the Socialist 
Alliance and Brian in the 
space of just a few weeks. 

We have built up a name 
for campaigning and con- 


testing elections among a 
layer of activists. We know 
there is a huge number of 
people opposed to the war 
on Iraq and disillusioned 
with New Labour. 

But we are too little 
known by the majority of 
electors. 

Despite it being the 
height of summer we have 
already leafleted over half 
of the constituency. We 
intend to finish distributing 
the first leaflet soon. 

We have also received a 
very good reception at two 
big local mosques. 

We will follow up the day 
of action with a major rally 
in the constituency in the 
middle of September. 
Eamonn McCann and 
Louise Christian are already 
confirmed as speakers. 

We know we are in fora 
hard fight to stop the So- 
cialist Alliance being 
squeezed by the Lib Dems 
and Labour. But we are 
firmly convinced that we 
can get a good result. 
ROB HOVEMAN, 
national secretary 
Socialist Alliance 
H On 31 August come to 
the upstairs room, 
Ceilidh on the Green, 
Walm Lane, opposite 
Willesden Green tube 
station, 11am-4pm. 


Opposing Sly cutbacks 


OVER 80 members of the 
GPMU media workers’ union 
were to strike this week against 
the planned closure of the li- 
brary and copy-taking depart- 
ments at the Daily Record. 

They say 19 jobs will go if 
these departments are moved 
to Watford. 

A GPMU_ spokesperson 
said that talks with Trinity 
Mirror have stalled and that the 
strikes would go ahead. Jour- 
nalists might also be involved. 

He added, “We have the full 
support of the NU4J in this action 
and, although they are not an 
official part of the strike, we 
would understand if a number 
of their members were reluctant 
to cross the picket line. 

“It is clear to us that Trinity 
Mirror are intent on closing 
these departments.” 

An NUJ source said, “Al- 
though this isn’t directly our 
dispute, many of our members 
have been sickened at the way 
the library and copy-taking 
staff in Glasgow have been 
treated. 

“If the journalists support this 
action, it could seriously disrupt 
the newspaper operation. Many 
members feel that crossing a 
picket on an issue they care 
deeply about is something they 
couldn’t go through with—that’s 
the feeling we are getting from 
our meetings.” 

The Trinity group, which 
publishes the Daily Record, the 
Sunday Mail and the Daily 
Mirror, plans further cuts. 

Chris Harding, a GPMU na- 


tional officer, recently confirmed 
that Trinity Mirror wants to move 
production of the Mirror in 
Northern Ireland from Derry to 
Belfast, cutting 24 jobs. 

They also plan to sell their 
regional titles in Belfast, Derry 
and Donegal. 

Trinity’s new chief executive, 
Sly Bailey, said she wanted to 
increase the profitability of the 
group by cutting 550 jobs 
across the board. 


SAVE OUR 
PENSIONS 


Pension thieves 
are operating in Rhodia 
Amicus 
fighting to save pensions 
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WORKERS AT Rhodia chem- 
ical factories in Widnes, 
Cheshire and Oldbury went 
out on strike again to defend 
their pensions last week. 

The company wants to close 
the final salary pension 
scheme to new workers. But 
the 600-strong workforce is 
determined to stop the erosion 
of their pension rights. 

An Oldbury striker said, “If 
they close the scheme to new 
entrants, it will come to a point 


<r Amicus 
fighting for your future 
Pay ettenvon - doa’ tose your pension 
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where they pull the plug on the 
whole thing.” 

The rolling programme of 
strike action began last month. 
The Amicus and GMB unions 
that represent Rhodia workers 
say the action is about defend- 
ing the right of workers to a 
living wage in retirement. 

Talks at the ACAS concilia- 
tion service broke down last 
week. 

More strikes are planned for 
5 September. 


PCS pensions action 


THE PCS civil servants’ union 
is calling for a national day of 
action, involving all unions, 
over attacks on pensions. 

New Labour is increasing 
the pension age of many public 
sector workers from 60 to 65. 
PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka says, “Public ser- 
vants are very angry about this 
proposal.” 

The PCS has amended a 
motion at next month’s TUC 
congress to call for a sustained 


campaign against these, and 
other, attacks. 

The PCS wants a campaign 
linking public and private 
sector workers together. 

To have real impact on the 
government and the bosses the 
day of action should include 
striking on a_ weekday, 
marches and rallies. 

It must be part of a large- 
scale campaign, organised by 
the TUC, to defend a decent 
state pension system. 


London Underground 


LONDON Underground work- 
ers have been left wondering 
whether to laugh or cry follow- 
ing the end of the pay campaign 
for 2002. 

After two days of strikes last 
year, London Mayor Ken Liv- 
ingstone stepped in, offering to 
settle the dispute via binding 
arbitration. London Under- 
ground had imposed 3 percent, 
provoking the strikes. 

Now the mediator has 
awarded just 0.75 percent on 
pay, with no concessions on 
privilege travel, pensions or a 


YORK BUS drivers have 
voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of strike action. 

The TGWU transport 
workers’ union balloted dri- 
vers when employer the First 
Group rejected a demand for 
£8 an hour pay. 

Support for the strike was 
solid, with 205 voting in 
favour and only ten against. 
The turnout was 82 percent. 

Strike action in York fol- 
lows action by drivers em- 
ployed by the First Group 
in South Yorkshire and 
Portsmouth earlier this 
year. First Group drivers 
regularly work up to the 
legal safety limit of driving 
time and are not paid for 
compulsory rest breaks. 

With ever increasing 
living costs in the city, First 
Group’s offer of 2.5 percent 
was rejected by union 
negotiators. 

Seventeen strike dates 


have been set for August, 
September and October. 

A strike was planned for 
this week but it was called off 
after a new offer was tabled. 
It was under discussion as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press. 

Spirits among workers 
remain strong. One union 
member said that the action 
was about “teaching First 
Group a lesson” and that the 
company has “had this 
coming for a while now”. 

Another driver was out- 
raged by the approach of 
First Group management: 
“The management have 
been arrogant and narrow- 
minded. They should try 
living in York on the wages 
we get. 

“There are recruitment 
posters in our buses adver- 
tising that we are paid well. 
It’s a complete joke.” 

RORY PALMER 


shorter working week. 

The danger now is that Liv- 
ingstone will try to get away 
with another cash-only offer for 
this year, probably around 3.75 
percent, and hold over all dis- 
cussion on the other issues until 
next year in an attempt to lure 
the union into a multi-year deal. 

Livingstone is keen to be 
seen to have “done business” 
with the RMT and Aslef 
unions in the run-up to the next 
mayoral election. 

At a packed meeting of 
RMT reps last week, with 
many new faces, all the voices 
from the floor made it clear 
that they thought the 2002 ar- 
bitration was rubbish. They 
called for a serious campaign 
for this year, with strikes if 
management doesn’t pay up. 

RMT union leader Bob 
Crow said London Under- 
ground management had to 
cough up on pay, conditions 
and pensions, and that there 
was no way that discussions on 
these issues would be carried 
over to next year. 

The rail unions have given 
Livingstone important political 
backing at times in his fights 
with New Labour. The RMT 
has gone further, and has re- 
duced its funding to the Labour 
Party and democratised its po- 
litical fund to reflect our anger 
at the government’s policies. 

It’s important that having 
broken with Labour on many 
important issues like PPP, the 
firefighters’ dispute and the 
war on Iraq, we maintain our 
independence from Living- 
stone too. 

TUBE WORKER 
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Post workers ready 
o fight bosses hard 


AROUND 160,000 postal workers across Britain begin a strike ballot over 
pay next week. London postal workers will also vote in a second ballot 


over London weighting. 


Nationally postal workers have been offered a 4.5 percent rise over 18 months. 


Any larger increase is de- 
pendent on mass job cuts, a 
worse service and even 
harder terms for the workers. 

Two members of the 
Communication Workers 
Union (CWU) spoke to So- 
cialist Worker about the im- 
portance of the battle ahead. 

“We’re now on a war foot- 
ing,” said Jane Loftus, CWU 
executive member. She was 
speaking to Socialist Worker 
in a personal capacity. 

Jane added, “Around 100 
union reps met in Birming- 
ham last weekend for a meet- 
ing called by the national 
union to coordinate the ballot 
campaign. There was a strong 
feeling that we are up for the 
fight. 

“The campaign has reju- 
venated the union and given 
us a chance to forge real 
unity. 

“A CWU battle bus will 
visit certain areas to explain 
the issues and harden up the 
vote. 

“People are totally fed up 
with working their guts out 
for rubbish pay. This is our 
chance to hit back at man- 
agement and say that we 
don’t want promises of jam 
tomorrow—we want the 
money now. 

“Basic postal pay is just 
£261.93 a week. We have 


FIGURE IT OUT 


Royal Mail UK’s 
profit in millions of 
pounds for its mail 
operation for 2002-3 


CHRIS TAPPER and JANE LOFTUS 
speak to Socialist Worker 


been promised a basic of 
£300 a week again and again. 
But that’s still a long way 
away. 

“We want a big yes vote 
and turnout to show Royal 
Mail and the government that 
we are serious. 

“Our demands are, £300 a 
week without strings and 
without job losses. 

“The union must not get 
caught up in schemes for me- 
diation. They are a trap de- 
signed to spin out the process 
and make us lose momentum. 

“Everyone should get 
behind us because we can 
win for everyone and further 
weaken Blair’s anti working 
class policies.” 

Chris Tapper, a Cardiff 
postal worker, said, “This is 
going to be a political fight 
and it could be a dirty fight.” 


Plenty 


He added, “If we win it 
will blow a hole in the gov- 
ernment’s plans to hold down 
public sector pay and to force 
through ‘efficiencies’. 

“There’s pay pressure 
building up everywhere—in 
the civil service, over 
London weighting, on the 
underground and elsewhere. 
That makes our campaign 
even more important and 
opens up the chance for us to 
make alliances. 

“Tony Blair has plenty of 
problems already. But that 
doesn’t mean the government 
will draw back from taking 
us on. 

“New Labour used every 
weapon in its armoury 
against the firefighters’ 
union. We have to use all our 
strength and not go in 
hoping there will be a cosy 


compromise. 

“The newspaper reports 
talk about how much money 
the Post Office is losing. But 
Royal Mail Letters has 
always made a profit. 

“The Post Office lost 
money because of Project 
Horizon, the attempt to up- 
grade technology which was 
an expensive failure, and be- 
cause of management’s policy 
of foreign acquisitions. 


Deliver 


“‘We’re not responsible for 
management’s mistakes. 
Why should we pay for 
them? 

“We’ve spent last year 
electing people who said they 
had the members’ interests at 
heart and they were going to 
fight. It’s now time for those 
people to deliver. 

“Tt is good that the union 
leadership are now saying 
clearly that they are not pre- 
pared to trade predetermined 
job cuts in exchange for 
more money. That’s a shift 
from the position some of 
them were arguing three 
months ago. 

“Pressure from rank and 
file members has forced this 
change. 

“People are completely 
fed up with working their 
pants off for no return. 

“Nobody must be al- 
lowed to backslide or get in 
the way of creating a storm 
against management and the 
government. 

“The rank and file paper 
Post Worker will be impor- 
tant in developing the net- 
works of activists. 

“We need the most active 
ballot campaign possible, 
good yes votes and then ef- 


‘We demand £300 a 


week with no strings 
or job losses’ 


Postal workers have shown they are ready to challenge the bosses 


fective action. 

“With the result out on 18 
September we could strike 
during, and lobby, the Labour 
Party conference. 

“The 27 September 
demonstration against the oc- 
cupation of Iraq should also 


be part of our campaign. 
“How can there be a bot- 
tomless pit of money for the 
war and to occupy Iraq but 
not enough for public ser- 
vices and the people who 
work in them?” 
Ballot papers go out from 


Wednesday 27 August. 
The ballot closes on 
Thursday 18 September. 
The union executive 
changed the original ballot 
timetable in an attempt to 
make sure no legal 
challenge was possible 
from management. 
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Royal Mail appoints 
failed post boss 


Royal Mail deputy 
chairman Elmar Toime 
was appointed this year 
on a Salary of £500,000 
plus bonus, pension 
package, and 
resettlement from New 
Zealand. 

His appointment 
came days after 
opposition MPs in New 
Zealand demanded his 
resignation. The 
country’s auditor-general 
condemned “wasteful 
and excessive” spending 
at Transend Worldwide, a 
New Zealand Post unit. 

Toime, New Zealand 
Post chief executive for 
ten years, was favoured 
because of his record of 
“driving through 
change”. 


VOCOK 
MK ok yeti 


Rank and file paper for 
postal workers 


Vote YES 
for action 


Special issue of the 
rank and file paper for 
postal workers now 
available. 


Includes all the 
arguments you need to 
win a yes vote inthe 
pay ballot. 


PLUS voices from the 
shop floor, report from 
a recent delegation to 
Palestine, and much, 
much more. 


Order your copy— 
phone 07753 697 743. 
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